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Lessons for January 18 in this Issue 


International Uniform, 3.—The Lord’s Supper. 
Luke 22 : 7-30. 


Whole Bible, 68—Nehemiah’s Call. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
What Mr. Wells Thinks of Himself and His Work ... 
What is a-100 Percent Christian? 
Tempting God 
A Festival Pilgrimage to a Holy Mount. 
Ernest Scott; D.D : 
The Valley of the Shadew. By Fitzwalter H. Wentworth 
Prayer Time 
Preparing the Monthly Report. By Louis Entzminger .. 
Girls’ Problems of To-day. Discussed by Mother Ruth 
A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. By Ernest 
on 





Nehemiah 1-3, 


By Charles 


International Uniform Lesson 

The Whole Bible Lesson,Course 

Children at Home 

Young People’s Prayer-Meeting.. By John W. Lane, Jr. 
The Victorious Life 

“Betty Regan’s Safe Place” in Pamphlet Form 

For Family Wé8rship 

International Uniform Lessons for 1925 








HIS issue of The Sunday School Times contains 
the first automobile advertisement it has ever 
published. It is significant that it comes as the re- 
sult of the confidence that. the president of this 
motor car company has in church peopi¢ after years 
of dealing with them as a manufacturer of church 
: organs. 














Prayer of a Sunday School Teacher 


By Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


A™ THEY think me strong and wise! — 
I can read it in their eyes, 

Blue, and gray, and velvet-dark, 
As their chairs a loving arc 

Form around me, cheerful hum 
Showing lesson hoyr has come. 


Slender little fingers seek 
For my hand, and young lips speak 

Questions somewhat deep for youth. 
“Surely she will tell us truth, 

For she knows!” How well I see 
This is what they think of me! 


O dear Christ, I know with shame 
I am all unfit to name 
Sacred mysteries they feel 
I have wisdom to reveal. 
Show me, Holy One, the way 
Thou wouldst have me teach to-day. 





God Gives More’ Than He Asks For 


Moses told men what God requires of them. Jesus 
Christ told men what God gives them. “For the law 
was given by Moses, but grace and ‘truth came by Jesus 
Christ.” Law is God asking; grace is God giving. 
As Dr. Scofield has said: “Law is connected with 
Moses and works; grace with Christ and faith. Law 
blesses the good; grace saves the bad, Law demands 
that blessings be earned; grace is a free gift.” And 
again: under law “God demands righteousness from 
man, as, under grace, he gives righteousness to man.” 
Because sinful man could not keep the law, God the 
Son became man, kept the whole law fully and per- 
fectly and continually, and then in his own body bore 
the penalty of man’s failure to keep the law, —the 
wages of sin, which is death. To every one who be- 
lieves that Jesus Christ the Son of God thus died for 
our sins, and receives Christ as Saviour, Ged gives 
more than the law required from that one. Over and 
over again in the New Testament we read the words 


“much more” when God’s grace is set in contrast with 
the condemnation of the law. God’s gift to us through 
the incarnation, death, and resurrection of Christ our 
Saviour puts us in a higher position than if without 
Christ we had simply lived sinless lives. It is never 
a “fifty-fifty proposition” with God’s grace. “We 
are [not merely conquerors, but] more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.” 


x 
How God Let Mén See Him 


We have just celebrated Christmas again. Do we 
realize that on the first Christmas night God let men 
see Him; and not only that, but God’s Christmas 
Gift to the world meant that always afterward «men 
could continue to see Him if they would? Telling of 
the coming of Christ, John’s Gospel declares: “No 
man hath seen God-at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him.” And the night before his crucifixion 
Christ said to Philip, “He that hath seen me_hath 
seen the Father.” Before Christ’s coming, faithful 
and believing children of God were granted visions 
of God from time to time. . Not until God was mani- 
fest in the flesh, in Jesus Christ, could men see God 
continually. Now we who have received Christ as 
Saviour may, by faith, havé an unbroken vision of 
God, “looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith.” Every day will be joyous with the Christ- 
mas blessings if we thus see “Jesus only.” 
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“Neither Are Your Ways My Ways” 


Men like to think that the heart of mankind is 
good, and that people in general are moving in the 
right direction. Just appeal to the best in folks, and 
encourage that, and anything can be accomplished, says 
the man who ignores the Word of God. Ina recent 
‘call to prayer. for revival the Great Commission 
Prayer League. asks some sobering questions: “Are 
man’s ways reducing crime? It is increasing. Or 
solving the divorce problem? It is getting worse. Or 
eliminating graft from public office? Consult a dec- 


ade’s record. Or lessening human greed? Where? Or 
making the Lord’s Day one of bodily rest and spir- 
itual profit? It is not apparent. Or driving worldli- 
ness out of the Church? It is coming in. Or sending 
multitudes of missionaries to the foreign field? They 
are coming home. Or resulting in the regeneration of 
souls? The Church’s children are ‘born dead.’ Or 
making the cause of Christ spiritually prosperous? 
The Church at large is a pauper, and knows it not... . 
God’s ways would solve the problems that baffle the 
Church and perplex civilization. ‘If my people, which 
are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will 1 hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land.’ The world’s need 
is evangelization, but revival of the Church must come 
first! PRAY FOR REVIVAL!” 


-— 


The Motive for Missions 


_ Mission work is Christo-centric. In “The Holy 
Spirit in Missions,” the late Dr. A. J. Gordon in ex- 
panding this thought ‘said, “We take our stand at the 
cross and move out to the uttermost parts of the earth, 
instead of grasping the uttermost parts of the earth 
that we may move them to Christ.” The missionary 
motto should be “Christ for the -World,” not “the 
World for Christ.” A ‘quarter of a century ago and 
even before, there. was moving upon the great “Chris- 
tian nations” an unusual missionary fervor. It was 
in 1900 that John R. Mott wrote “The Evangelization 
of the World in This Generation.” - But his and our 
generation has well-nigh gone, and still the world is 
nowhere near- complete evangelization. Is it not be- 
cause the great missionary zeal of that earlier day 
was gradually dissipated into propaganda for mere 
philanthropy, social improvement, and the like, that 
the uttermost parts have not been reached? To quote 
from Dr. Gordon again:. “Not philanthropy, the love 
of man, but philo-Christy, the love of Christ, consti- 
tutes the greatest missionary motive.” It is to be 
hoped that the great missionary conference called to 
meet in Washington City early in the year will place 
the emphasis at the right place. 


From Asbury’s Journal 


HE loveliest statue in the city of Washington is 
the likeness of as humble a servant of Christ as 
ever journeyed on a hard task in a forbidding 
social climate. 


trian image. Such were formerly the rewards of generals 


It was lately unveiled, and is an eques- 


and emperors. There is one of General Andrew Jack- 
son wis-a-vis to the White House, which Thackeray 
once smiled at as a rocking-horse. But the image 
of Asbury and his faithful carrier is a delight to 
the eye, an inspiration to the heart, a worthy memorial 
to one whose title night well be “St. Paul of the 
back woods.” 

Because of our denominational cleavages one can 
well believe that most of those:who pass the Asbury 
Memorial Church in this or that Gity would be put to it 
to explain iust who Asbury was; Let all such read his 
Journal. It is one. of the great dccuments of Amer- 
ican religious history. It translates into the geog- 
raphy of Kentucky and the Carolinas the incidents of 
the Book of Acts. : 

It opens with the motive which was dominant in his 
whole useful life. 

“Whither am I going? To the new world. What 
to do? To gain honor? Not if I know my heart. 
To get money? No, I am going to live to God and 
to bring others so to do.” 

The young Engtishman who began his emigrant 
journal in this fashion did not wait to land before 
starting in on his program. Nor was he now any 
more than later deterred by discomfi_rct. “Though it 
was very windy I fixed my back against the mizzen- 
mast and preached freely on those well-known words, 
‘Now then we are ambassadors for Christ.’ I felt 
the power of truth on my soul, but still alas! saw no 
visible fruit. The ship’s company were insensible 
creatures.” 


_ Few men in Christian history have passed as un- 
comfortable a life from the point of view of eating 
and sleeping and facing bad weather as this chiefest 
of the Methodist frontier apostolate. The Journal 
abounds in such passages as these, 

“Near midnight we stopped at A’s, who hissed his 
dogs on us. Our supper was tea. lay along the 
floor with the fleas on a few deerskins. That night 
our poor horses got no corn, and the next morning 
they had to swim across the Monongahela.” 

“In the mountains of the South. Rough and difficult 
to climb. Heavy rain and lightning. Crept for shel- 
ter into a little dirty house where the filth might have 
been taken from the floor with a spade. - Night came 
on. I was ready to faint with a violent headache. 
The mountain was steep on both sides. I-prayed to 
the Lord for help. Presently a profuse sweat broke 
out upon me and my fever entirely subsided. This 
has been an awful journey.” 

He tells us that his little horse was stiff. No won- 
der! He had ridden him five thousand miles yearly 
for five years in succession. Remember that when 
you watch the gentle creature on which the statuesque 
Asbury is seated in Washington. In the course of 
the day the little animal is near to giving out. He 
had again swam rivers, and Asbury was steeped in 
water to the waist. He finds shelter in a Kentucky 
cabin ten feet by twelve. Six adults and many dogs 
were already in occupancy. Here he took an uncom- 
fortable skin disease and remarks that considering the 
filthiness of frontier beds it was strange that he had 
not caught it twenty times. Naught but a brimstone 
shirt were sufficient protection ! 

The frequent physical discomforts were too often 
matched by the churlishness and barbarism of many 
pioneers. Social conditions were evil, They distil 
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corn and rye into poisonous whisky, spite of the nar- 
row margin of food prevailing. Vile whisky he thinks 
of as the prime curse of the United States. Persecu- 
tions had to be faced, too, and he speaks of himself 
as dwelling among briers and scorpions. To escape 
his enemies and the enemies of the Gospel he lay in 
a swamp till about sunset on one occasion, remarking 
that his soul was kept in peace by reading the Greek 
Testament. His followers also had to put up with 
much unkindness. A Dr. Hinds, for example, a sur- 
geon under General Wolfe at Quebec, an_ infidel, 
though later converted, when his wife was awakened 
under Methodist preaching, blistered her head to cure 
her of the madness. 

But all this was but the external side of life. The 
inner experiences find constant expression in such 
entries as this: “Dec. 21.—The Lord keeps me from 
all impure desire‘and makes me to abound with divine 
peace. Jan. 1.—The Lord was pleased to bless my 
soul with that peace which passes all understanding. 
My practise is to keep close to God in prayer and 
spend a part of every hour when awake in that ex- 
ercise. I purposed in my own mind to spend ten min- 
utes out of every hour, when awake, in the duty of 
prayer.” 

It was, as at most periods, a time of both religious 
awakening and religious torpor. When the revival 
of 1787 broke out it was common to hear of souls be- 
ing brought to God while at work, in their houses, 
or in their corn fields. White or black, sometimes both 
together, would begin to sing and pray. Others would 
join them and continue till they found peace of soul. 
Yet the Laodicean temper prevailed in many parts. In 
Newport a great meeting-house with a steeple and 


What Mr. Wells Thinks of 
Himself and His Work 


I note, as I read your paper, that you know H. G. 
Wells and his dangerous writings, and I think there- 
fore that the enclosed cutting from The Daily Express, 
of London, will interest you. The man owns himself 
to be blind, and shows himself to be grossly ignorant, 
and yet he poses as a teacher and has a big following. 
Like many other things, it would be a tremendous mys- 
tery how such a thing could be if it were not explained 
or us in the Word of God. 

May I take this opportunity of saying how very much 
I value The: Sunday School Times? I have it every 
week, and of course seyeral of our own religious papers, 
but mone so really alive as yours. Wishing you every 
encouragement in your work of witness to the Truth,— 
A Reader in England. 


The clipping from the London newspaper, sent by 
this British friend of the truth, discusses the latest 
book by the novelist, evolutionist, and histori ian, H. G. 
Wells, entitled “A Ye ear of Prophesying,” and says: 


He asks himself what the mass of works he has writ- 
ten really amounts to, and replies: 

“The total effect of these articles and these books on 
my mind is of a creature trying to find its way out of 
a prison into which it has fallen. I recall that in my 
boyhood I made a little prison of paper and cardboard 
for a beetle, and how I heard the poor, perplexed beast 
incessantly crawling and scratching and ‘fluttering in- 
side. I.forget what became of it. But I. remember 
the dirty scratches and traces of its explorations on the 
unfolded paper cage. To a larger mind these books and 
articlés of mine will seem very like those markings.” 


The Daily Express further comments: “He bases 
his hopes of -a better world on the general desire for 
knowledge and the creative impulse in men and wo- 
men. In these alone, he says, lies the possibility that 
the ultimate fate of mankind will not be the same 
as that of the hogs on their way to Chicago.” 

Here is tragedy and pathos indeed! The man whose 
monumental work, “The Outline of History,” at- 
tempted what no other writer of modern times has 
ever done, and who produced a history filled with bril- 
liant writing, fiction, ignorance, fantastic imaginings, 
and blasphemy, yet a work that is said to have sold a 
million copies and that has been taken up by the 
schools, colleges, universities, and libraries of the Eng- 
lish-speaking world with enthusiastic welcome, — this 
man likens himself to an imprisoned beetle making 
dirty scratches and futile explorations. 

One would expect, after such a self-diagnosis as 
this, that Mr. Wells might cry out for some way of 
escape, some deliverance, even for some Saviour. But 
no; he believes that men and women in general, like 
himself, through their “general desire for knowledge 
and the creative impulse” will bring in a better world! 

In his “Outline of History” Mr. Wells writes: 


To speak of Jesus shedding his blood- for mankind is 
really a most inaccurate expression. Even when we 
remember that he was scourged, that he wore a crown 
of thorns, and that his side was pierced, we are still 
far from “fa fountain filled with blood.” But Mithraism 
centered upon some now forgotten mysteries about 
Mithras’ sacrificing a sacred and benevolent bull; all 
the Mithraic shrines seemed to have contained a figure 
of Mithra killing this bull, which bleeds copiously. The 














inquired what he should pay for his advice. 
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box pews was being built with lottery money. Con- 
gregationalists and Episcopalians, he notes, compete 
in height of steeples, but not in number of conver- 
sions. Some slavye-owners would not let him preach 
to their slaves. ‘Perhaps we shall soon be thought 
unfit for the company of their dogs!” When one 
Negro woman was converted by Asbury’s preaching 
her master gave her her freedom, She had become 
too religious for the comfort of his conscience, 

One would not give an impréssion of querulousness 
to Asbury’s Journal. There was much devoted Chris- 
tian service and sympathy to cheer the indomitable 


circuit-rider. He says of his aged converts, “There js passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). 

is great mortality among them, but by all accounts At once there is a next step that God asks us to 

they die in the Lord, and in general triumphantly.” take. Having received God’s unspeakable gift, Christ 
Asbury’s contacts were almost exclusively with the . as our Saviour, we are then to make an unconditional, 

unprivileged and undistinguished, but now and then ynreserved gift of our selves to God, —all there is of 


men of contemporary note appear in his pages. Thus oyrselyes, one hundred percent. Listen to God’s Word: 
Dr. Benjamin Rush, the eminent Philadelphia physi- : 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 


cian and signer of ‘the Declaration of Independence, Ged, ak ed breneht. Sear bette 0 Weind. anetiies, 
gave him medical help. As they separated Asbury holy,\ acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
“Nothing service (Rom. 12:1). 
came the reply. Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive 
“Then,” said Asbury, “as I do not like to be in debt from the dead, and your gnembers as-vinstruments of 
we will pray now,” and he knelt, offering prayer that righteousness unto God (Rom. 6:13 
God would bless and reward him for his kindness. 
The tireless evangelist traveled to the end. His 
last sermon was: preached in a Richmond church 
whither he was carried on a table: Four days later he 
was dead. His will left $2,000 to the Methodist Book 
Concern for the aid of indigent preachers. This rep- 
resented legacies that had been given him in his life 
time; his salary of eighty doNars a year hardly ad- 
mitted of ‘saving. ‘ 


Son of God, and is God; that Christ died for the 
Sins of the world, his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on‘the tree” (1 Pet. 2: 24); that Christ rose 
again bodily from the grave the third day after his 
death. Having come to God in conscious need as a 
lost sinner, and having told God of one’s own personal 
faith in Christ and in His all-sufficient work, one is 
then to know that he is saved, that he has eternal life, 
basing this unshakable knowledge on Christ's own 
word, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but 


but an interest in your prayers,” 


This is full surrender. It means giving God, vol- 
untarily and gladly, for time and eternity, all that 
we are and ail that we have, for him to do with as 
he pleases all the time. By a quiet, business-like, yet 
reverent and worshipful transaction with God, by a 
simple act of the will, we can make a one hundred 
percent surrender of ourselves to the mastery of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; and God asks this, and nothing less 
than this. 

And now a third step. Having received Christ as 
Saviour, and. having given him all there is of our- 
selves in glad surrender, we are to. believe that he is 
meeting his full responsibility “for us and in us. He 
tells.us, “Sin shall not have dominion over you” (Rom. 
6:14). He authorizes us to say, “The law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2). And Christ 
adds, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shalk be free indeed” (John 8: 36). 

Does Christ speak the truth? >i God’s Word true? 
Is God faithful to us, in setting us free from the 
power of sin, when he pledges us his Word that he 
has done this? If so, then he asks us for one hun- 
dred percent faith in him and in his faithfulness. 

The one hundred percent Christian does those three 
things. Every one can do. those three things. To fail 
to do any one of those three things is sin. And the 
Holy Spirit writes to us through the Apostle John, 
“My little children, these things write I unto you, 
that ye sin not” (1 John 2:1). 

To be a. one hundred percent Christian does not 
mean that we do not need to grow any more. For we 
are commanded to “grow in grace,” and one is not a 
one hundred percent Christian unless he is growing all 
the time. Indeed, one can grow normally only if one 
is fully surrendered and fully trusting the Lord. 
Every day, every hour, every moment, will witness 
the increasing growth, increasing knowledge, increas- 
ing beauty, of the life of sucha one, who “with open 
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,” 
is continually and increasingly ‘ ‘changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord” (2 Cor. 3: 18). 
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Mithraic votary actually bathed in the blood of the 
sacrificial bull and was born again thereby. It is highly 
probable that Paul had been influenced by Mithraism. 


In an earlier book, “The Soul of a Bishop,” Mr. 
Wells wrote in shocking blasphemy against “the of- 
fense of the cross,” as he urged men to shake them- 
selves loose from the entanglement of “barbaric tra- 
ditions of fear and . . . ceremonial surgeries, blood 
sacrifices, and the maddest barbarities of thought.” In 
that novel he said: 


Jesus for example gave men neither a theology nor 
a church organization; his sacrament was an innocent 
feast of memorial; but the fearful, limited, imitative 
men he left to carry on his work speedily restored all 
these three abominations of the antiquated religion, 
theology, priest, and sacrifice. Jesus indeed, caught 
into identification with the,ancient victim, of;the harvest 
sacrifice and turned from a plain teacher into. a horrible 
blood bath and a mock cannibal meal, was. ‘surely the 
supreme feat of the ironies of chance. 


Mr. -Wells seems to have no belief. in personal im- 
mortality. In his “Outline of History” he writes, 
“Nowadays we realize that a life goes on in its con- 
sequences forever, but we find no necessity to suppose 
that any particular life recurs again.” 

And, repudiating as he does the inspiration of the 
Bibie and the Saviourhood of Christ, he says logically 
that “it is for every man to think his own philosophy 
and think out his own religion.” But if the best hope . 
Mr. Wells can offer men is that, after having thought 
out their own religion, they: will look back on it at the 
end of their lives as he looks back upon his own, has 
he nothing better to recommend? Paul had. Would 
God that Mr. Wells and the countless multitudes he 
has misled into the way of eternal death could see 
that “the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not,” could have their eyés 
opened to their “strong delusion, that they should be- 
lieve a lie,” and then could be enabled to cry out 
with Paul, “I know Whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that He is able to kgep that which IT have 
committed unto Him against that day.” 


amt 
What is a 100 Percent Christian ? 


I find to my sorrow that in these times, when there 
is greater need than ever for Christians to renounce 
the world and be wholly for Christ, an unbelievable 
number of Christians and even pastors do not know 
what “one hundred percent for Christ” is, and even de- 
clare that it is an utter impossibility to live up to the 
hundred percent. There are so many believers who re- 
sent the very mention of the possibility of such a thing. 
I shall be thankful if you will state in your paper your 
views on what it is to be one hundred percent for Christ. 
—A South Dakota Reader. 


Tempting God 


Will you please explain in your Notes on Open Let- 
ters the following passages? Matthew 4:7, “Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” James 1:13, “God 
cannot be tempted.”—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


These two passages furnish a good instance of the 
many paradoxes of the Bible, where different Scrip- 
ture statements seem to contradict each other. But in 
all. such cases a study of the context, or of the fur- 
ther teaching of the Bible on the same subject, in- 
variably shows that there is no contradiction. 

To tempt means to prove, try, test. We are never 
to test God in unbelief. Israel did this over and over 
again,‘ and suffered for it. So Israel was instructed, 
“Ye shall not tempt the Lord your God, as ye tempted 
him in Massah” (Deut. 6:16). \ 

Satan, proving or trying the Lord Jesus Christ in, 
the wilderness temptations, sought to get Christ to 
test. God in ‘unbelief, for Satan began by saying, “Jf 
thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down.” In reply 
“Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God” (Matt. 4:6, 7) 

But God delights to have his children prove or try 

ar test him in-belief. “Prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3: 10). 

Again, temptation has the meaning of “solicitation 
to evil,” and God never brings such temptation to any 
one, nor-can God himself thus be tempted, or solicited 
to evil. This is the meaning of the passage in James 

1:13, quoted by the Pennsylvania reader. The whole 
passage reads: “Let no man say when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of. God: for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every 
man is tempted, when. he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed” (Jas. 1733, 14). 


The New Testament asks every Christian to be one 
hundred percent for Christ. It recognizes no sort 
of Christianity as normal unless it is one hundred 
percent. And whatever God reeuires, God makes pos- 
sible by his grace. 

The first thing for the unsaved man to do, if he would 
be one hundred percent for Christ, is to receive Christ 
as Saviour. That means that he tells God that:he believes 
in Christ: beheves that Jesus Christ is the only begotten 
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Lesson for January 18 
Luke 22 : 7-30 
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A Festival Pilgrimage to a Holy Mount 


China’s demon-worship in all its gruesome horrors 








By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 














cause of the nature of its religions,.is the land 

par excellence of religious pilgrimages, Shan- 
tung. Province, being “the sacred province,” is espe- 
cially familiar with these affairs. 

To the Tai Mountain (“Tai Shan”), in western 
Shantung, there have journeyed, for countless ages, 
more millions than to probably any other.shrine. But 
a multitude of other hills are also crowned with won- 
der-working témples; and, by virtue of this fact, each 
of these also becomes a “Holy Mount.” To many of 
these, locally famed for some special’ grace in the 
gods who sit in temples upon their heights, great com- 
panies journey each spring and fall, to trade and wor- 
ship — mark it! —to worship and to trade. This is one 
of the “tricks of the trade,” by which the priests keep 
their stranglehold on the people. \And to such a one, 
famed beyond all others in East Shantung, four Chi- 
nese evangelists and I traveled, to preach and distrib- 
ute tracts. ; 

This particular “Holy Hill” was crowded with 
many temples, but in their midst towered one above 
all, crowning the summit. Therein sat the heroic 
image of “The venerable Dragon Queen, the Goddess 
Who Protects the Wheat from Hail.” But the pre- 
vious year, when I visited the place, the hail had just 
destroyed all the wheat of that region—and the pro- 
tectress did not intervene! Yet, with the obdurate un- 
reasonableness of heathen superstition, the people again 
pressed up to her irrational worship, just as they had 
done for ages. > 

This year, however, the conditions were propitious, 
and the priests, as I interviewed them, were in high 
glee. During the spring there had been rain enough 
and at the right times. The winds had been gentle 
and from the proper direction and properly timed. The 
wheat was in perfect condition,—the crowds were 
sure to be great. 

A Motley Throng of Eager Pilgrims 

All roads from many surrounding districts were 
full of pilgrims: old women hobbling on “their tiny 
feet, little boys in gala attire, mothers with babies 
strapped on their backs, men and boys — story-telling 
and gossiping —all pressing eagerly on to the wor- 
ship of the Beast. Despite the scanty impedimenta 
that such a trip would warrant, and the natural desire 
of everybody to go as light as possible, many a pil- 
grim carried a bird cage with a singer inside to while 
away the tedium of ‘the journey. From his view- 
point this is far more reasonable and dignified than 
the foreign custom of carrying canes and staves, 
which in China are wielded only by beggars, and that 
to keep the village dogs from biting them. 

Pilgrims from afar naturally joined themselves into 
companies, both for protgction and to while away the 
tedium of long, foot-sore journeys with what im- 
promptu entertainment they could muster en route. 
We are familiar ~with the white man’s counterpart 
to all this in the Canterbury Pilgrims, and the more 
famed pious journeyings to the Shrine of Rome. 

Many of these pilgrims came in a festive pageant 
with banners flying and. with waving pennants. On 
the former were characters inscribed in praise of the 
idols; the latter bore the sign of the reactionary, hope- 
less Manchu régime—the image of The Old Dragon 
— fit emblem of such a demoniac emprise. Among 
all the companies we saw not one flag of the Republic; 
idolators-are poor patriots. Most of them had never 
heard of the Republic; or if they had, were indifferent 
or hostile to it. Their attitude towards it might 
be likeried to that of Douglas before the Civil ‘War, 
relative to the extension of slavery to the free terri- 
tories: He “did not care whether it was voted up or 
voted down.” They were perfectly indifferent to the 
fact that the new magistrate of that district had for- 
bidden such festivals on the ground that it was a 
waste of time and money —an edict that was as futile 
as one trying to stay the tides; Despite the command 
of the central government, not a queue among the 
thousands of heads was cut. 

Many pilgrims came on horses and mules and asses, 
all gaily bedecked; others walked beside animals carry- 
ing on their backs small wooden replicas of the tem- 
ple of the “Old She Devil” (as she is jocularly called), 
whose little image of wood was inside. It was con- 
sidered polite and deferential to bring these diminu- 
tive effigies of the “Hail Restrainer” to gaze upon her 
heroic likeness in the temple on the mount. Twice 
every month these materialistically and cynically de- 
vout fanatics in their own houses bring forth these 
little likenesses of the Great Goddess and bow down 
before them, doing them reverence. 


(CC case’ because of its vast population and. be- 


In addition, many companies brought from home. 


with them the best miniature models of the local idol 


‘maker’s art—temples .and horses: and servants and 
_ memorial arches and triumphal gates. 





All. were. made_ 


The casual observation of tourists who, on their 
return from the “Land of the Dragon,” tell of 
temples fallen into disuse and ruin, and the en- 
couraging reports of the amazing progress of 
missions in China and the spread of Christian in- 
fluence, may tend to lull Christians in other lands 
into a false sense of duty fulfilled in sending the 
Gospel to the Chinese. But welcome and en- 
couraging as these reports are, the work has only 
begun as compared with the hundreds of millions 
who have as yet not even heard of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Try to visualize the scenes here depicted 
by Dr. Scott. They are almost unthinkable, and 
yet they are as common to the Chinese as Sun- 
day-school conventions are to Sunday-school 
workers. They are written out of Dr. Scott’s 
long experience in itinerate preaching through 
sections of China little known to the Occidental. 
Equally fascinating and informing are Dr. Scott’s 
recent boo “Answered Prayer in China” 
($1.50) and “China From Within” ($2), both of 
which may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia 








of paper, gaily bedizened and mounted on corn-stalks — 
cheap gifts to a cheap deity. Those who did not bring 
these hollow oblations bought them at the fair, where 
hundreds of greedy purveyors, like those in another 
more famed temple precinct, tempted their. eyes with 
their tinseled, bright-hued wares. 

All the travelers were clad in their best, some still 
wearing their padded winter clothes and some the 
thinner summer garb. Some carried their food in 
baskets and some hanging over their shoulders. Round 
loaves of bread of various sizes strung together and 
dangling in the dust; and fish, both dried and fresh, 
their tails flapping against their bearers and smelling 
to heaven. Practically none had bedding, and the 
temple hill was far from the small villages of the 
plain. Idol worshiping subjects a person to many 
inconveniences. But every pilgrim, with the wonder- 
ful hopefulness of the Chinese race, expected to “get 
along somehow.” They cheerfully said: “Wherever 
the night overtakes me, there I will sleep.” Signifi- 
cantly every mature male, and apparently without ex- 
ception, had with him two indispensables—a long 
stemmed pipe and a tobacco pouch. The former he 
puffed through a big mouthpiece, long use of which 
disfigures the mouth; or, when not in use, stuck down 
the back of his neck or carried in his hand. The 
pouch hung from his girdle. A mark of the heathen 
mind is free rein to the indulgence of the flesh. A 
Chinese official, with whom I am well acquainted and 
whom I have repeatedly met in this very region while 
he was out on his rounds to exhort and frighten the 
people to establish village schools, told me that these 
people have no conception of the use of or desire for 
schools. Asked to help, the invariable response is,’ 
“No money.” Yet every one has money for an end- 
less supply of tobacco and wine from year to year. 
When has heathenism ever denied itself of fleshly 
Iusts and carnal gratification for the public good? 


Fanatical Frenzy Increases 


As the pilgrims nefred the mount, things began to 
grow more Yie nao, “exciting.” The blackened spots 
where incense sticks and paper prayers burned along 
the road became more frequent, as well as the pros- 
trations and genuflections. Proximity begat fervor. 
From afar they could now see black smoke arise on 
the mountainside, —the consumed offerings of earlier 
arrivals, — accompanied by the dull boom of big 
crackers. And they quickened their steps. The nearer 
they approached, the more the frenzy of the worship 
laid hold of them, until each party, forgetting fatigue, 
pressed with feverish steps up the slope, the steep 
ascent that in this case leads to hell. 

Whoever had not brought his corn-stalk gifts clothed 
in paper, must provide himself locally with an ade- 
quate gift. To supply these and other pilgrim needs 
a vast market lay spread at the base of the mount, a 
city of tens of thousands of tents and booths that 
would vanish in the night. For the smaller requisites 
a multitude of sellers crowded every available sitting 
place along the path all the way up the mount, even 
crouching in crannies of the rocks. 

Many companies brought their own bands, players 
of snare drums and clanging cymbals large and small, 
and blaring trumpets and shrilling fifes and banjoes of 
snake skin, and a reed instrument blown upon that 
might have been the great-grandmother of the pipe 
organ. Many bands on the ground were for hire. 
They played with an abandon that: stirred—the wor- 
shipers to great-excitement. It was a matter of 
“face” with each company of worshipers that it 


should cut as much of a figure as every other. So 
there was one continuous round of excrueiating, rival 
noises. 

’ Each company, having provided its offering for the 
outer precinct of the temple area, marched, headed. by 
its band — jostling and jamming through the crowd — 
to the place of burning, a broad level area. There 
the priests —a frowsy, ignorant, cunning, greasy, vi- 
cious lot — who- were scattered all over the grounds 
to incite the people to zeal, even to stir them to mad- 
ness, were on hand to receive them and to fire their 
corn-stalk pagodas, temples, deities, servants, and 
horses. Offerings had more efficacy if even touched 
by the priests. All the time cannon crackers were 
booming, recklessly set off right in the midst: of the 
crowd. The din was fierce. After each party - had 
watched its gifts ascend in smoke —to the acclaim of 
the bystanders there gathered and to the smug satis- 
faction of the offerers themselves— it made a bee- 
line for the inner precinct of the temple itself. Ban- 
ners streaming to the breeze and headed by its band 
playing as they marched, each company, eager to “Ka 
Tow” before tha altars, marched in—to hell, for no 
idolator can inherit the Kingdom of Heaven; and they 
were “sure enough” idolators, and there is no inter- 
mediate place. 

It was a sight to make angels weep — these men and 
women, boys and girls, feverishly pressing on in an 
endless stream, each eager to do what everybody in 
front of him was doing— worship the Beast. Ar- 
rived in front of the main temple, each band halted, 
but playing furiously the’ while its party went up and 
into the temple to prostrate themselves in the ashes 
and dirt, amid the accumulated débris_of that fetid 
atmosphere, and to knock their heads three times on the 
ground before the image. 


The Sickening Orgy in the Great Temple 

For the festival a special furnace had been built out 
in front of the altar—ordinary incense bowls were 
for this occasion as a»broom to the incoming tide. 
The people brought their incense sticks by the pack- 
age and cast them in by the package; the - furnace 
was filled with them and glowing red. The room 
was stifling hot; the air thick and heavy with dust 
and ashes. Through the smoke and the murk one 
saw priests stripped to the waist, receiving the money, 
silver and copper, which they threw nonchalantly upon 
a great pile in front of ‘the altar. Others, with an 
air of perfect indifference, were beating drums and 
ringing bells and blowing on conch shells. All: day 
long by relays they kept up the hideous din, and the 
pile of votive money grew steadily higher. 

I lingered as long inside as I could endure the heat, 
the dust, and the smoke and sickening sights there 
witnessable. But when I turned and gazed for relief 
outside, the conditions there also were equally dread- 
ful. The wide steps of the main temple, as those of 
all temples, were crowded with beggars so thick that 
persons could not without difficulty ascend or descend. 
Ragged, many of them, well-nigh naked; filthy to a 
degree, repulsive, insistently, incessantly, clamorously, 
vociferously plying their trade. This.was their priv- 
ilege —the time, their harvest; the place, their para- 
dise of opportunity. 

Not a few exposed “fake” woes—wounds and 
gashes, and running sores—the last named - being 
“made up” by concoction of yellowish and other nasty 
looking fluids. Their squeakings and groans and 
whines and mumblings of maledictions upon those who 
refused them gifts and their mouthings of senseless 
benedictions upon the droppers of copper ought to have 
moved the patron mud demoness, if anything on earth 
could do so,—all plying this abominable trade as a 
profession. 

Among them was a woman beggar (the only one 
I ever saw stripped to the waist, and with a forty 
horsepower tongue) pouring forth a perfect stream 
of jargon —blessings upon whoever dropped cash into 
her greasy bowl; curses upon those who “passed up” 
her greedy palm. 

Without any scruple about treading on those 
wretches, each company of worshipers, having com- 
pleted its first set of genuflections, pushed down 
through the beggars, and started on the rounds of 
each temple, to Tsin hsiang (bow and burn incense) 
in each as they had first done in the big one. 

Idols, like sins, are never solitary. There -were 
many here. Each of the associated temples had its 
quota — all to be placated. Immediately to the right 
of the main temple was that of the “Thousand 
Handed Goddess,” each of the forest of hands of which 
was supposed to disperse a blessing—always for a 
monetary consideration. 

In another temple were “The Budhas of-the White 
Man” (long expected to come to earth incarnated as 
a great leader); the old mother of the Tai» Mountain 
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(the one who presides over a * agp pilgrim mountain ° 


far to the west) ; the Dog idel (who cures consump- 
tion); also the Patron Saint of cripples, himself a 
cripple, though he is famed as a curer of the lame 
and halt; also the protective deities of horses, mules, 
donkeys, and oxen, much deferred to by these peasant 
pilgrims. 

To the extreme right was.the woman’s temple. In- 
side were three Goddesses —the Restricter of Small- 
pox, the Bringer of Male Children, and the Giver of 
Riches. No woman passed this by. What the priests 
therein did to humiliate and outrage the votaries, and 
to outrage their maternal instinct cannot here be nar- 
rated. 

The temple at the extreme left had fallen; in fact, 
was in ruins; but the priests had for this festival laid 
loose bricks of the débris together as an altar; and 
there, in the ashes and dust, before the chunks of mud 
that once constituted the idol, women disappointed and 
fearful were Y Shag and offering sacrifice fever- 
ishly to the “Seng Tsi Kwan Yin” (The God Who 
Presents Boys). Could anything more pitifully sug- 
gest the -inanity, the helplessness, the hopelessness, the 
blasphemy, and the lostness of the heathen: religions? 

In the temple immediately behind the main one, the 
principal deity was the “Li San Lao Mu” (The Ven- 
erable Mother of the Li Mountain), the goddess who 
presides over the hill where the Emperor Suin once 
labored as a farmer. 

When I asked the pilgrims in this temple, and all 
others, what they worshiped and why, none could give 
coherent answers. Even the priests could not. They 
invariably replied, “People say this, and say that, but 
I don’t know!” Truly, “they worship they know not 
what.” On every altar, from the stinking rag wicks 
of bean-oil lamps, arose the smoke of sacrifice, hate- 
ful to God. 

Everywhere within the temple precinct, lying helpless 
in their filth and misery, covered with the dust-of the 
moving multitude, were the bona-fide beggars — sick, 
helpless, sore-filled,— and none to pity. Their bodies 
naked and their lousy rags spread out in the sun and 
trodden upon by the pilgrims, they themselves were 
the picture of wretchedness in all stages of dissolution. 
Those with syphilitic sores defy description. To look 
at them was almost to feel one’s blood congeal with 
horror. 

Also everywhere within the temple precinct were 
hawkers, traffickers of written prayers, crying, even 
urging, their wares. Some of. these prayers . were 
printed on paper representing silver; some, gold; and 
others had the characters “ping an” (peace! — the 
irony of it!) printed on them, along with the picture 
of the idol who superintends this “peace,” the peace 
that the world gives—for money; and the more 
prayers one bought and burned, the more his peace; 
also the more expensive was this priest-written prayer, 
the more permanent the peace. One who knows the 
meaning of such sights would wonder had our Lord 
not scourged the temple traffickers in his day. < 

On the terrace immediately in front of the main 
. temple was a great pit, as of hell, Gradually, around 
it, the center of the whole area, rival bands gathered, 
playing like mad. And to it the worshipers, after 
going the rounds of all the temples, and laden; with 
additional offerings of paper money and written prayers 
and incense sticks and corn-stalk notables, purchased 
within the sacred area, jammed ruthlessly through 
the crowd of beggars. Frantically they tumbled over 
one another, to cast all—even by the armifuls — into 
the pit. And the smoke ascended to. Heaven — an 
outrage on the One God, true and living God, giver 
of every good and perfect gift. 

Pandemonium reigned, yes, pandemonium! For, by 
the time the worshipers had gone the whole round of 
the temples and had come back to this point, they had 
worked themselves up into a religious ecstasy or fury. 
At the Pit, the climax of the Festival’s orgy, was 
the center of a frenzy of excitement. Here was mad- 
. dened Beast-worship, evén on the part of these sup- 
posedly imperturbable. ones who usually hide their 
feelings behind their faces as a mask. 

I have stood on the site of an exhumed Canaanitish 
city, and in the hour they were unearthed have seen 
some of the abominations of its worship. Here in 
this orgy I felt I could sense them a little more clearly, 
and so could understand plainer why God had given 
the Canaanites over to themselves. While there were 
no cuttings or immolations on this mount, yet here 
was the counterpart, in things hateful to God, “the 
vain repetitions of the heathen,” pushed to a degree of 
loathsomeness as repulsive as in the case of Mohamme- 
dan dervishes of the desert and the same frenzy that 
one observes in the howlers of Cairo. 

Had the scene not been so terrible, it would have 
been an interesting psychological study to dwell on 
how the stolid, phlegmatic Chinese, the “Deutscher of 
Asia,” could get himself so wrought up. In China one 
sees many in individual crazed with anger, but here 
was a whole people joined in pandemonium, raging in it. 

Never before had I seen anything that suggested to 
me what might be an adequate conception of what 
pandemonium ought to be, or might be. Parts of Para- 
dise Lost, the Inferno, and the passages in the Reve- 
lation concerning the Pit and the Dragon, took on new 
and terrible meaning. Here, before my eyes, was de- 
mon-worship in all its gruesome hideousness and 
Gpotheosised. 

It was a perfect summer day, one of Lowell’s days; 
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and, from this terrace of bedlam, a scene granted’ to 
few Westerners to behold, spread itself ont. A plain 
stretched interminably away to the Lao Shan (Old 
Mountains), looming vague and grand in the blue 
distance, _ The plain was a sea of wheat in the pink 
of condition, tall and full-kerneled, inviting the sickle. 
Under the impetus of a gentle breeze it bowed itself 
in long billows of golden grace, as if in glad obeisance 
to Him who giveth seed to the sower and .bread to 
the eater. 

Dotted everywhere in this plain were patches of 
dark green tree-clumps, revealing the location of peas- 
ant villages. Their .great number testified in silent 
eloquence to God’s generous gift of a fertile soil. 

_ The famed temple mount, strikingly like the Athen- 
ian Acropolis, lifted itself sheer on three sides above 
the plain to gaze at ‘the vista. On its swmmit, under 
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a glorious cloud-flecked sky, surged a veritable tide 
ef pilgrims roaring worship to the Beast, even while 
the true , in mercy undeserved vouchsafed to them 
an abundant harvest; at the base, the hum of wicked 
traffickers innumerable selling- wicked wares for which 
Jesus would have scourged them. 

_The shadows were lengthening. Pilgrims were be- 
ginning to descend the Holy Hill and to scatter in 
every direction. Having performed their profane 
vows and having made merit with hollow righteous- 
ness, they wended their homeward way in long thin 
lines — blasphemous, condemned, peaceless, across the 
waving plain, Here every prospect pleased and only 
man was vile. Truly Jehovah, the Covenant God, 
made all things good, but the sons of men have cor- 
rupted his gifts with many evil inventions. 
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The Valley of the Shadow 


By Fitzwalter H. Wentworth 
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William Cullen Bryant’s noble ‘‘ Thanatopsis *’ is loved for its beauty and its majesty, and yet as one approaches 
the ‘‘valley of the shadow of death’’ the soul longs for a deeper comfort and a stronger assurance than the 
realization that ‘‘millions . . . have laid them down in their last sleep’’ in the ‘‘silent halls of death.’’ Why the 
Christian’s death is ‘‘a death with a difference’’ Mr. Wentworth points oul in this the sixth of his series ‘‘ Beside 


Our Beds of Pain.’’ 


The whole series of seven articles and others of equal comfort and interest are now avail- 


able in an attractive volume, to be had fromThe Sunday School Times Company at $1, postpaid. 


669 T IS appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment,” say the Scriptures. But this 
statement is modified by another in 1 Corinthians 

15:51, 52, “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall 

not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a mo- 

ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” And, 
in this latter Scripture, a word is used that beauti- 
fully distinguishes between’ the. Christian’s earthly 
end and that of the unsaved. It is the word “sleep.” 

The sting of death has been extracted by Christ for 

all who put their trust in him, and the grave has 

lost its victory. 

The death of a Christian then is death with a 
difference. The New Testament calls it “falling on 
sleep” and “asleep in Christ.” es: 

The physical form of death appears similar in all 
cases to the onlooker, but the soul in Christ can say 
with assurance, “Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and. thy staff they 
comfort me.” } . et 
_ Death, however, is contemplated by. many Chris- 
tians with considerable alarm, while, strangely enough, 
some worldlings appear to regard it without fear. 
But when it comes to the actual passing, there seems 
to be no dread in dissolution upon the part of either 
or sinner. I have seen quite a number of each 

ie. 

The late Sir James Paget, surgeon-extraordinary 
to Queen Victoria, a man declared by a biographer 
to be of “unfailing religious faith,” said that “he 
shad scarce known a patient who, when the end came, 
regarded it with fear or with aversion. He be- 
lieved, indeed, that it had its own pleasure, as has 
every other physical function.” It is just this very 
fact, perhaps, that makes the unbeliever so careless 
about spiritual things. The devil is said, in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, to have the power of death. 
Then is it not in keeping witl™his crafty methods to 
cast fear into the hearts of believers, and to with- 
draw it from the unbeliever, deceiving to the very 
end? But let the Christian and the awakened -sinner 
remember that the same passage in Hebrews, while 
it tells of Satan’s power, declares that the incarna- 
tion of Christ took place, “that through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death, that 
is the devil; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject. to bondage.” 
We should have done .with this bondage, banishing 
all our fears by faith in Christ. If he fills our life, 
what room is there for Satan and his work? “Put 
on the whole armor of God that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil.” 

Boast not, unbeliever, that you fear not to die, 
for death may be so alluring that you will fail .to 
take advantage of present salvation in Jesus Christ. 
Remember that Jesus said to some who rejected 
him, “Ye shall die in your sins: whither I go ye 
cannot come.” 

The late Dr. James Denney, in his great work 
on “The Death of Christ,” states, in reference to 
the essential relation between sin and death, that 
“it is an undoubted fact that many people live and 
die without consciously at least recognizing this re- 
lation. The thought of death,” he says, “may h 
had a very small place in their lives, and when death 


itself comes it may, for various reasons, be a very: 
insignificant experience to them. 


D _ It may come in a 
moment, suddenly, and give no time for feeling; or 
it may come as the last step in a natural . process 
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of decay, and arrest life almost unconsciously; or it 
may come through a weakness in which the mind 
wanders to familiar scenes of the past, living these 
over again, and in a manner escaping by so doing 
the awful experience of death itself... . To say 
that many people are unconscious of the connection 
is only another way of saying that many people fail 
to- realize in full and tragic reality what is meant 
by death and sin. ... There is no such triumph over 
death as makes death itself a rioble ethical achieve- 
ment which is not at the same time a triumph over 
sin. Man. vanquishes the one ‘only as in the grace 
of _he is able to vanquish the other. The doom 
that is in death passes away only as the sin to which 
it is related is transcended.” 

When_our life is fully committed to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we find our death is vanquished ~ by 
his death in our behalf. It is not death to die in 
him, because by his death he is able, through. our 
faith, to deal with our personal sins. 

_ Mr. Moody once_said, “Some day_you will read 
in the papers that D. L. Moody, of East Northfield, 
is dead. Don’t you believe a word of it! At that 
moment I shall be more alive than I am now. I 
shall have gone up..higher, that is all—out of this 
old clay tenement into a house that is immortal; a 
body that death cannot touch, that sin cannot taint, 
a body fashioned like unto his glorious body. 

was born of the flesh in 1837.. I was born of the 
Spirit in 1856. That which is born of the flesh 


may die. That which is born of the Spirit will live 
forever.” And how beautiful was the passing of 
D. L. Moody! In slow and measured words he was 


heard saying, “Earth recedes; heaven opens before 
me. No, this is no dream, Will,” he replied to his 
son in an effort to arouse him, “it is beautiful. - It 
is like a trance. If this is death, it is so sweet. 
There is no valley here. God is calling me, and I 
must go.” 

The glory of the Christian’s end is not in the way 
in which death is welcomed as a release from present 
suffering, for the worldling, as we have already seen, 
may show equal willingness to depart this life, but 
it is in the spiritual accompaniments of the last 
earthly experience. Those who are privileged to 
witness the passing of Christians from this life are 
conscious that the place whereon they stand is holy 
ground, There are angels hovering round. Often 
features that have been drawn and marred by pain 
are transfigured as the beloved beholds visions and 
revelations of the Lord, dnd “hears unspeakable 
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter,” 
or as Moffatt translates it, “sacred secrets which no 
human lips can utter.” : 

No Christian should ever fear death, but if there 
is some nameless dread, remember, as the fathers 
used to say, there will be “dying grace” granted 
unté us when-the hour comes to die. Yet, if we 
cast all our care upon our Heavenly Father, through 
the work of his dear Son on Calvary, he will de- 
liver us even now from our present bondage, the 
fear of death. Christ has complete control of the 
last enemy. No hurt can possibly come to those 
who put their trust in him who “must reign, till he 
hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy 
that. shall be destroyed is death.” In the meantime, 
death is powerless to do more to the Christian than 
to release the soul from the body. And while that 
body awaits till it is raised in incorruption, a spirit- 
ual body, the unclothed soul. is .clothed -upon with 
the “house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” 





























Lesson for January 18 
“ Luke 22 : 7-30 


The soldiers in the late Great War spoke of -dying 


as “going west.” _The western sky is frequently 
made glorious by the splendor of the setting sun; 
but sometimes we miss that glory: all is dark and 
lowering. The western sky is then threatening, and 
gives no fair promise of a bright to-morrow. ‘Going 
west” is thus not always the same: it is only when 
we know. Christ as personal Saviour that our sink- 
ing in the west transforms to golden glory the dark 
clouds that weeping. friends see gathering about our 
going. Then are they assured.and comforted that 
the morrow will be bright. “And there shall be no 
night there; and they need no candle, neither light 
of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light; and 
they shall reign for ever and ever.” 
Quesec, Can. 
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Prayer Time 


HEN we were children, prayer time was a real 

trial. It came at a time when we felt we must 
be getting ready for school. Mother we knew was 
hurried and nervous. Father was stern and firm. He 
would read the appointed chapter of the Sunday-school 
lesson, then ask us questions; each must say a verse; 
then we sang a hymn; then father prayed a long 
prayer. The verses and hymns we learned have been 
a real blessing always, but the memory~is always an 
unhappy one, especially as we now realize how all_of 
those. matters could have been made a thing of ‘oy. 
~ When our little lad was four and a half we felt we 
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must include him in our family altar. It seemed al- 
most impossible to find a time which was a strain on 
no one. But we finally settled on the old usual after- 
breakfast time. If we left it till. after dinner, we 
would usually forget it. If till after supper, the lad 
was too weary. 

At first we tried’ the usual Bible chapter. But very 
soon the little lad was. disliking prayer time. He must 
sit still for the Bible reading, and to sit still is the 
hardest thing possible for him. To doit, when he 
couldn’t understand what was read, was a thorn in his 
flesh. 

Finally we remembered that-God cares a great deal 
about his Word being presented in such.a way that 
the hearers get the “sense”; and we saw we were be- 
ing very selfish. So we took one verse a day and ex- 
plained it, illustrated it, and made it interesting. We 
- had him hunt it, with,our help, and read it him- 
self. 
This has made prayers an entirely different matter. 
The verses selected make good ones for him to learn. 
Then when we sihg, we point to the words and sing 
slowly enough so he can understand, choosing songs 
with him in view, rather than our selfish selves. _ 

When he becomes able to read chapters, we will 
use the same plan broadened out. We hope to make 
prayer time a bright spot in the day. 

And as to the prayer itself, we-each pray, and the 
elders pray short, easily comprehended prayers for 
definite homely matters and with many tugs me ge 
for every day and night mercies—Mrs. Frank E. 
Burgess, Oberlin, Ohio. 








How each pupil and class is graded 











I Preparing the Monthly Report 


By Louis Entzminger 








cle, anticipates a monthly workers meeting with 
a presentation of a report covering the work of 
the month for consideration. The class-card carries 
the work for one month. At the close of the month, 
the average grade of each pupil can be determined by 
adding the total points for each Sunday in the month, 
and dividing by the number of Sundays in the month. 
The objective is 100 percent for each pupil; that also 
means 100 percent class, 100 percent department, and 
100 percent school: But we must take inte considera- 
tion that we cannot require or expect impossibilities. 
Some people are kept away occasionally on account 
of illness. In the cities there are many people who 
have to work on Sunday. And then comes the vaca- 
tion season of the year, or other things, that call peo- 
ple away from the city or community. : 
How do we take care of these matters? It is a 
very simple thing. A member of the class is present 
the first Sunday in the month and makes 100 percent 
grade. The second Sunday in the month he is out of 
the city, but-he so reports to the teacher or class sec- 
retary before leaving. Therefore, instead of checking 
the report for that particular Sunday on the class- 
card, the letters O. C. are written by the teacher or 
secretary of the class. The third Sunday in the month 
this same member has to work on Sunday; but he so 
reports on Saturday night by telephone, and on Sun- 
day the teacher or secretary of the class, instead of 
checking on the grades or leaving the record blank, 
writes the word “Work.” The. fourth Sunday in the 
month this same member of the class is kept away on 
account of illness. But a telephone notice is sent to 
the teacher or secretary early Sunday before he leaves 
home to the effect that illness will prevent the attend- 
ance of this member of the class. When the class 
meets, the teacher or secretary of the class writes 
“Sick” in the place provided on the card for grading 
this member of the class. ; 
Of course, this would be unusual, but we are using 
one member of the class to illustrate the way of as- 
certaining the grade where certain things come up that 
necessarily prevent one from attending .Sunday-school. 
In ascertaining the grade for the month of this mem- 
ber of the class, we find that he has a total credit of 
100 points. This credit he made the first Sunday in 
the month. To ascertain his average, we have 100 di- 
vided by one, which makes 100 percent for the month, 
instead of ,100 percent divided by four, which would 
be the case if this member absent 
providential hindrance. In that case his grade would 
be twenty-five percent. Sickness, or working, or be- 
ing out of the city, we consider providential hindrances. 
The member may not be ill himself; but there may be 
illness in the family that prevents his attending. This 
is provided for, so that the member’s grade is not 
affected. Neither is the Class and school grade affected 
by the enforced absence of members, provided — and 
’ this,is important — such information is conveyed to 
’ the teacher or secretary of the class, so that the rec- 
ords may show it. The idea is to get every member 


Tae. record system, discussed in last week’s arti- 
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himself without- 








present or accounted for, “accounted for” meaning 
that if they are not there we know the reason why, 

One other provision is made here fpr absentees. 
There will occasionally be in every school persons 
who will carelessly and with indifference remain away 
from Sunday-school from time to time. Here is a 
class that has seven boys in it, and on Sunday one of 
the boys is absent. The teacher or one of the other 
boys visits this boy during the week to ascertain the 
reason for his absence and discovers that it was mere 
indifference and unconcern. The grade of the class 
is affected by the utter indifference of a careless mem- 
ber. What is to be done to take care of a matter like 
that? The teacher is anxious for the class to make 
a good record and is encouraging every one to do so. 
The other six boys in the class are anxious to make 


a good record and to have a 100 percent class. This 
is exceedingly discouraging. 
To take care of such cases our plan of -work pro- 


vides that, in case of absence of members of the class, 
the teacher or some member’ of the class visits each 
absent member. In the case we will suppose that the 
visit brings out that the absentee was not absent from 
illness, or to do necessary work, or because he was 
out of the city. He simply stayed away. On the fol- 
lowing Sunday the word “visited” will be written in 
where the record for the preceding Sunday was left 
blank. And every succeeding -Sunday that such a 
member is absent, if during the preceding week the 


teacher or some member of the class personally visits- 


this absent member who is staying away simply as a 
matter of:carelessness and indifference, the word “vis- 
ited” is written in, in order that, so far as the class 
is concerned, this indifferent pupil shall not mar the 
record of the class. 

In ascertaining the grade of such a pupil at the 
close of the month, if he were present one Sunday, so 
far.as his own grade is concerned, the points he made 
ou the particular Sunday on which he was present 
would be divided by four, which would give his grade 
for the month. But, so far as the class is concerned, 
it would be divided by one. Thus if the pupil made 
an eighty percent grade on the first Sunday in the 
month, there would be eighty divided by one. There- 
fore his grade would be eighty percent, so far as the 
class is concerned. A pencil line could be drawn under 
that. But the personal record of this pupil covers four 
Sundays. Therefore his personal record of three ab- 
sences and an eighty percent record on the one Sun- 
day he was present will give him an average grade of 
twenty” for the four Sundays. 

This is certainly just to the absentee. The teacher 
and the other members of the class have done their 
best and deserve credit for so doing. One uncon- 
cerned and indifferent member of the class should not 
be allowed to mar the record of the class when the 
teacher and other members of the class are faith- 
fully seeking to make a good grade. This also encour- 
ages the teacher and members of the class to visit ab- 
sent members, and there will be very few who will 
continually absent themselves from the class if visited 
week after week. 

This idea of taking care of the absence of indiffer- 
ent members came to the author after some months’ 


z a 


experience with the record system. Teachers and class 
complained about this matter, Therefore, we adopted 
the plan I have just outlined, and we were delighted 
to discover a fine increase in attendance of the en- 
rolled members of the Sunday-school. Teachers and 
class members were delighted to do the visiting when 
the class got credit for it, and the grade of the class 
was not marred by absence where the visiting was 
done. The visiting made a deep impression upon ab- 
sent members, and thus in a few weeks the average 
attendance of enrolled members was increased. 
Loncwoon, Fta. 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, amd other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School ‘Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Do you think it all-right for a girl 
to marry a man who is not her ? Recently I had-a 
letter from a close friend, telling me of her marriage, and 
she said, “In a way is not my ideal of a man.” At 
the time I thought it a rather queer statement to make, 
for I had always thought that a couple shoulda’t marry 
unless each thought the other just exactly right in every 
way, but am beginning to change my mind. 

A man has lately come into my life (we are neither of us 
real young) who means a great deal to me. I have 
thought that if he ever asks me to marry him I shouldn’t 
accept, though we are, such good friends, with so many 
tastes in common. There are a few things which I would 
rather have different about him, but I respect him greatly 
_and have come to love him. These things are more those 
that others may judge him from. They do not bother me 
much, but I have often wondered if people should marry, 
conscious of the other’s faults.—SINCERELY. 


EAR FRIEND: Ideal? Can you look back on the 

years and see how you thought, and how you had 
your ideal at a very early day, perhaps, and how now 
as you reflect, you smile at your mental picture of 
what would give you future happiness? How you 
have outgrown it! Then you can, no doubt, come on 
down a few more years, and you see yourself demand- 
ing a very different “ideal,” and you know the earlier 
one would never have done for the years that fol- 
lowed, and as you look into the future again you 





‘make a fresh, a new “ideal’’! 


Is it not because you have grown, and developed, 
that these changes of what you would demand -have 
come to you? Is it not because you know yourself 
better? New standards and new tastes from all the 
circumstances about you, have influenced your think- 
ing, and you are building up a character that you feel 
you must have to make you happy. So it is in the 
human thinking. 

If married life is to be what it should be for you, 
my dear girl, you cannot judge for the years to come. 
You are not equal for this thing, and there is only 
one who can choose and give you the companion for 
life, that will give the happiness of which you are 
capable of enjoying,—the love that will last through 
sunshine and storm of life, and that will be equal to 
the vicissitudes of life, and that will love in darkness 
more than when the world goes along as a merry song. 

Our God who created us.kgows us altogether. We 
do not know ourselves. For to-day we might be sat- 
isfied with this and that, but there is a to-morrow 
with which we are unacquainted, and we do not know 
our self of the morrow, do we? There is only one 
who can steer “our bark” aright, and that is God. 
Oh, the unhappy marriages of this day! The courts 
are overwhelmed with unsatisfied lives of those who 
have taken this matter into their own hands, and awake 
to firti the failure that is theirs, and the wrecked 
happiness that faces both! The statistics in divorce 
and separations are appalling! And every one might 
have been prevented if our God riled! 

The fact that the man you think you might marry 
has faults, is not surprising. If he had none, what 
would he do with you? Have you any? None of us 
are angels, I take it, and all of us “have sinned and 
come short,” so if true love is on both sides, you will 
love all the more as you fit into each other’s weak- 
nesses and strength. And if you have married “in the 
Lord” and at his direction, oh, believe me, there is- no 
happiness to be compared to it, and happy is the pair 
who are mated by the Lord whdé knows each, and who 
brings together into one life the dispositions, healthful- 
ness, and attainments fitted to work out the family 
life, that will be an honor to the home, church, and 
country! God knows, and only the God-wisdom is 
sufficient for these things. If you marry thinking 
both for one) are perfect, the awakening will be sure 
and the disappointment great! Be sure you let God 
lead you, and let him control your life, that you may 
fill the avenue of usefulness God has planned for you, 
and so live your highest and best! 
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By Ernest Gordon 








ica.—Guatemala is crawling with superstition. 

According to an old Roman Catholic canonical 
prescription no church can be founded without a holy 
relic, and in these relics the multitude puts its trust for 
the cure of all diseases. A prayer to the Virgin printed 
in the shape of a cross is considéted far better protec- 
tion against smallpox than vaccination. Women hide 
crosses in their clothing before childbirth to fore- 
stall the birth of an idiot. Hotels and steamers omit 
thirteen in the numbering of “rooms lest sickness 
shadow their guests. Witchcraft, ind wizardry abound, 

Into this backward land an energetic American Pres- 
byterian came, and within two years built up the 
best managed hospital in Central America. Mrs. 
Nurminger was without appointment, without funds, 
without knowledge of Spanish, but she had faith in 
God’s leading. She has assembled and trained a splen- 
did corps of nurses whose reputation extends to Sal- 
vador, Honduras, and far into Mexico. 

Note the sound principles on which her nurses’ 
school is running. Only thorowchgoing Christian girls 
are received. When a patient:;;ho happened to be a 
physician asked the secret o> their efficiency and 
character Mrs. Nurminger explained, “Time is spent 
by our nurses in prayer for their patients. When a 
nurse takes enough interest to psay about ther patients 
she will not go very far wrong.in her care of them.” 
Then they are under rigorous c:scipline. They have 
learned to do humble work, scrubbing floors, and the 
rest, an unusual accomplishment in Latin America. 
Cleanliness is as uncommon as real godliness in the 
land, and the feeling for this virtue has to be built 


up ab initio. i 

Difficult courses are successfully mastered, — in 
anatomy, physiology, materia medica, obstetrics. The 
girls are trained in the technique of the X-ray, in ad- 
ministration. of anesthetics, barit!aging, massage, and 
also in evangelism, The present Staff of fourteen con- 
stitute the choir of the Presby‘drian church. They 
are led by the head nurse in Buble study and taught 
to find in the Word courage and consolation in the un- 
avoidable difficulties and <discouragements which go 
with a nurse’s life. These well-trained children of 
the Kingdom are going out after graduation into all 
parts of Guatemala carrying with them their Christian 
ideals and objectives. What an. investment for sur- 
plus Christian wealth! 

This hospital and nurses’ sc: .0l, which in July- 
September reported 62 major operations, 155 new bed 
patients, 1,190 patients in all, and the distribution of 
nearly 6,000 Bible portions and tracts, is largely de- 
pendent for its continuance on its hospital fees. The 
Presbyterian Board provides scarcely more than the 
salary of its doctor. Two things it richly deserves, — 
a capable assistant for Mrs. Nurminger and funds for 
expansion. 


"Teenie Good Samaritans for Central Amer- 


Voltaireanism in ‘“‘The Century.?’—The great French 
stylist and “master of irony, Anatole France, was 
a Voltairean in belief and temper, and it was appro- 
priate that his funeral should be held in the open air 
on a Paris street under the shadow of Voltaire’s 
statute.’ There was a suggestion of defiance, even of 
gasconade, in this gesture which, however, does 
not comport so well with the accounts of his 
last hours: These seem to have been troubled 
and uneasy, judging from reports in the Paris press, 
and his last words to his wife were, “I shall, never see 
you again.” 

American magazines are becoming vendors of Vol- 
taireanism on a considerable scale, not the least among 
them The Century, now under the editorial guidance 
of Mr. Glenn Frank. An article by the novelist Mrs. 
Austin in the November number is a strange, cloudy, 
inconsequential bit of writing in which Mary Austin 
appears as far more sophisticated than “the young 
Jew Joshua Josephson,” for thus she calls our Lord. 
He was “a small town man”; she has ranged the con- 
tinents and fed on modern science. So she can say, 
“I cannot allow. the Fourth Gospel to have been of 
John’s writing,” and, “I put no credence in the stories 
{of his vrgin birth] that arose throughout Jewry some 
thirty or forty years after his (Christ’s) birth.” 

This poor “small town man” did not even under- 
stand the principles of his healing ministry. If he 
had but “come into ‘contact with the group of philo- 
sophical Greeks still to be touched at Athens he might 
have found: among them the habit of discriminating 
thought and something of a vocabulary by which the 
proéesses of spiritual healing could have been intelli- 
gently elucidated, as is being done to-day in psycho- 
therapeutic clinics and psychological laboratories.” 

Arouet de Voltaire might well have written such 
sentences as “He did a healing in the course of an 
afternoon call ‘and forgave sins between the roast 
and the dessert.” He can easily be thought of as 


caricaturing the disciples of John with their Messianic 
hopes by allusions to modern revolutionists as does 
Mrs. Austin. “Afterward in Capernaum they began 
to be all of one company, full of hope and faith in 
John’s foretelling, debating noisily, drinking and 
thumping the table, calling each other Sons of Thun- 
der, and such like absurditiés until the neighbors com- 
plained of them.” That is in the best style of Vol- 
taire. 

Why should Mrs. Austin concern herself with Christ 
at all if the Gospel is but an uninspiring legend, and 
why do others of her ilk fill the reviews with, their 
jeers and denials? They are but giving vent to spiritual 
unhappiness which will not iet them rest in peace 
until they confess him. - 


Why God Honor the Lowly.—After reading The 
Century-I turned to the New York Times, and my 
eye fell on the report of a home mission meeting in 
the Marble Collegiate Church, New York. The 
speaker was Professor G. W. Carver of Tuskegee, 
the son of a slave, himself a cheziist of national repu- 
tation who has been offered a princely position by 
Thomas Edison, but who prefers to devote himself to 
the economic uplifting of his people. The story of 





ya 
Rome’s Great Persecution 
in Poland 


The American Methodist Orphange and 
Industtial School in Pustomyty (Poland) has 
betn sold at forced sale and at a loss, and the 
children scattered. The authorities had threat- 
ened to seize it and turn it into a home for 
Catholic priests. A systematic persecution of 
the Russian Orthodox church in Poland at the 
hand of Rome is also reported. The Ukrai- 
nian church schools are closed and a con- 
fiscation of church property is being carried 
out on a large scale. Of the 287 churches 
belonging to the Russian Orthodox’! before 
the war only 49 are now in ‘their possession. 
Most of them have been rededicated as 
Roman Catholic. Orthodox church lands 
and parsonages have been given to Roman 
Catholic peasantry. In the Vilna area 
six churches have been blown up with 
dynamite and Orthodox holy days such as 
Good Friday have been chosen for these dem- 
onstrations! Figures of Christ and the 
Apostles have been mutilated because of 
their presence in Orthodox churches. The 
Church of the Redemption at Spas, .a great 
monument of Ukrainian historical and re- 
ligious tradition, was stormed by Catholic 
Poles and defended by the worshipers who 
were clubbed and dragged out of the build- 
ing by the hair. The Ukrainian representa- 
tives in the Polish parliament have appealed 
to the whole civilized world for relief. 
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his scores of discoveries for the utilization of Southern 
agricultural products, is public property. Not so well 
known is the fact of his humble Christian faith. “My 
discoveries,” he said, “are a direct revelation from 
God. J have no great mind. J never use a book in 
the laboratory. The moment God reveals a discovery 
to me the method comes with the idea.” > 

“Them that honor me I will honor.” Professor Hunt- 
‘ington of Yale has been trying to account for the 
fact of the extraordinary ranking which ministers’ 
sons have taken in the life of the modern world. He 
does not succeed very well. He would do’ better if 
he simply turned to the Ten Words and meditated 
on the verse, “Shewing mercy unto thousands of them 
that love me and keep my commandments.” The suc- 
cess of children is parents’ best reward. | 

Those who are interested in Latin-American Evan- 
gelism all know of the gifted Argentine evangelist 
Mr. Juan Varetto. His daughter Augustina has just 
turned twenty and taken the highest honors ever ac- 


corded a student in the University of La Plata, one 
of the principal whiversities of the land. This has 
carried with it a prize of two thousand dollars Ar- 
gentine ($750 gold). Her special interest has been the 
science of education. .When Mr. Varetto was con- 
gratulated in the Baptist Convention of this year he 
replied that more gratifying than his daughter's scho- 
lastic successes was the fact that she went almost daily 
in the houses of all who would receive her at La Plata 
to talk to them about Christ. 


The Work of the Inter-Racial Commission is grati- 
fying beyond computation. At its recent annual meet- 
ing in Richmond, the State Inter-Racial Committee of 
Virginia appointed a_sub-committee to assist the Vir- 
ginia Chamber of Commerce in drawing up an ef- 
fective state housing law and urged all local branches 
to work forits speedy passage through the legislature. 

Local committees were also urged to agitate for 
adequate library’ facilities for the colored people of 
their communities, and juvenile and domestic rela- 


‘tions’ courts in each community with probation officers 


for both white and colored people. The chairman of 
the committee was instructed to express to the sev- 
eral community chest organizations in the state the 
committee’s approval of the generous inclusion oi 
Negro welfare agencies in chest campaigns such as 
has been made in various Virginia cities. 

February 8 has been suggested for “Race Relations 
Sunday,” and interchange of pulpits between white 
and colored pastors, visitation of the churches of the 
other race, special sermons, and addresses on race 
friendship. The singing of Negro spirituals, and the 
like, are to be encouraged. I often wonder if white 
people know what good preaching can often be found 
in colored churches. I never go to Washington with- 
out listening to Walter Brooks,—and am always the 
only white person there! 

As an illustration of what this ‘truly Christian 
movement of inter-racial co-operation is accomplish- 
ing, one may mention that colored high schools in 
North Carolina have increased in number from thir- 


‘teen in 1921 to thirty-four in 1924, and high school 


students from 1,347. to 5,341. The number of- colored— 
teachers has increased in four years from 3,779 to 
5,037. “Both races,” says Professor Newbold, the 
head of the ‘North Carolina Department of Negro 
Education, “are coming to realize the need for colored 
doctors, lawyers, nurses, and other professionally 
trained leaders.” 

Africa is open from end to end. Is it not possible 
that these developments in our South are going to 
have an important reaction on Africa’s evangelization? 


Concerning Endow ts.—Announcement is made 
of a gift of $100,000 towards the establishment of 
chairs of religious education in Presbyterian colleges. 
The term religious education has largely lost its 
charm, thanks to the activities of the Religious Edu- 
cation Association. Of this organization the Unitarian 
Christian Register says: “No association could come 
nearer the ideals of our own church than this. It is 





. devoted to aims identical with our dearest loyalties.” 


Bible chairs were established in many denominational 
colleges a generation ago which are now filled by 
members of the Association, many of them thorough- 
going rationalists. Tom Paine would, I imagine, de- 
light ‘in the writitigs of such “Bible teachers” as Kent 
of Yale, Fowler of Brown, Wild of Mt. Holyoke, 
Perits of Syracuse, the divines of Chicago University, 
and many others. 

It is hardly two years since the Bible teacher of 
William Jewell College, a Baptist institution in Mis- 
souri, waS requested to resign on the ground that his 
teaching did not represent that which the foundation 
demanded. Whereupon great clamor about academic 
freedom, the Inquisition, and the like. Professor 


_ Slaten was directly taken under the feathered wing 


of Unitarianism and-made professor in a Unitarian 
theological seminary. Now he tells us in a sermon 
in the West Side Unitarian Church that for ten years 
he has been a Unitarian, adding, “I understand that a 
representative of William Jewell College is in this 
city to-day to raise $60,000. I hope he gets it. The 
conservatives cafinot halt the march of progress, and 
ultimately that money will pay those who teach the 
things they (the conservatives) now proscribe.” 

How can -evangelical Christians protect their prop- 
erty from liberal kleptomania? That certainly is a 
pressing question. Perhaps the Head of the Church 
does not approve of endowments, and meant that “lay 
not up for yourselves treasures on earth” should apply 
to corporate Christianity as well as to individual Chris- 
tians. Possibly he is teaching us by such bitter ex- 
periences as Andover and Union represent, to use our 
property tO serve our own generation alone in the 
assurance that he will care for future ones. Certainly 
the unbelieving theology which is now harrowing the 
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Lesson for January 18 
Luke 22 37-30 


Chur¢h would be: powerless if it had not been endowed 
with evangelical money. : : 

A good» suggestion for safeguarding gifts comes 
from Mrs. Heten Manson’s gift of $50,000 for a Bible 
chair. in Lafayette College. If at any time the college 
ignores the control of the synod under ‘whose protec- 
tion the gift is placed or the teaching. fails ‘to answer 
to evangelical standards, the fund is to revert to the 
American Bible Society. A similar clause protects, I 
am told, the property of the Boston Y. M. C. A., the 
founders of which desired to guard their gifts against 
the fate which befell the great church properties of 
Eastern Massachusetts at the time of the original 
Unitarian defection. 


The Spread of Christianity in Ivory Coast.—The 
Ivory Coast is a French colony wedged between Li- 
beria and the Gold Coast and constituting the ocean 
front of French West Africa. Ténm years ago a wide- 
spread. movement towards Christianity arose spon- 
taneously among. the natives theré under the lead of a 
black man named William Harris. In the interven- 
ing years it has been exposed to Catholic persecution 
and the mistrust of French colonial administration. 
Yet it has survived and even grown in extent. A re- 
cent census has been made of these Protestant Chris- 
tians, and it has been found that they number about 
thirty thousand, gathered into about a hundred and 
fifty churches. 

A commission of French and English missionaries 
visiting these churches adds to this estimate the 
churches of the west and the interior which they have 
not been. able to visit. “During a journey. in the 
region of Tiassale,” they say, “we:have counted more 
than four thousand Protestants. We have _ received 
from: others in the neighborhood of Sassandra mes- 
sages begging us to come and see them, Many have 
come down from Dimbokro to visit us. We have been 
told of numbers in our churches around Lakota and 
d’Agboville. In short, appeals have reached us from 
all sides. We may add that in many places impos- 
ing church buildings have been erected, such as that 
at Jacqueville and one at Ousseru, which holds more 
than a thousand persons. There is much, very much, 
ignorance among these new Christians; also a burn- 
ing thirst for instruction, and a. profound interest in 
the Gospel. 

“The situation holds possibilities,” says the com- 
mission, “so magnificent and so close to realization 
that we can only tremble in thinking of them. The 
real door to the Sudan, so long sought, is here at 
hand with an army of Christians ready to enter.” 


Pioneers in the Sudan.—One should notice how the 


Sudan is now being gradually invested on all sides. . 


Christian Alliance missions are moving: via Siguiri, 
Kangaba, and Bamako toward Timbuktu. The Sudan 
General Mission is making toward Lake Chad through 
Northern Nigeria. The Heart of Africa Mission is 
attacking from the south along the Welle; the Eastern 
Sudan is being opened at Doleib Hill, Omdurman; and 
other points. A letter from a pioneer of ‘the Africa 
Inland Mission, M. Buyse, recounts reconnoitering in 
the Ubangi-Shari region. He had ‘in four months 
tramped eleven hundred and fifty miles through the 
Azande country, meeting with some fourteen clans 


and tribes, all of them speaking. or understanding | 


Parande. He passed through almost. continuous 
stretches of bush inhabited by elephants and large 
game. The people? it seems, have been dying by 
thousands from tsetse bite, though atoxyl adminis- 
tered by a French doctor seems now to be checking 
the plague. “It is a beautiful country and an im- 
mense opportunity awaits us. I am commencing work 
in Semio, French Sudan, a healthful country and not 
excessively hot. Am living in.a mud hut fifteen by 
ten, and am fixing a few shacks’ for the incoming 
party. Later I shall go to Lake Chad.” 


The Restlessness in Spain is Becoming More Pro- 
nounced.—Any revolutionary movement there is 
bound to loosen the grip of clericalism. How chok- 
ing this is appears in Mr. A. J. B. Trend’s “A Picture 
of Modern Spain.” The teaching of the Escolapios, 
or church schools, he describes as free but hardly 
worth having. On one occasion he offered a Spanish 
illustrated paper to a kind and extremely competent 
chambermaid in a Madrid pension. She shook her 
head. Could not read. Had been in school, but had 
merely learned her letters. “That’s F and that’s G. 
But I can’t read to understand.” 

When writing in a small garden in Grenada people 
would come and stand and watch as if the art of writ- 
ing were as exacting as that of painting. Postmen 
are inclined to go by the look of a letter rather than 
by the written address. Among boys of the upper 
classes whom the Jesuits educate, “the vice of thinking” 
is, Mr. Trend insists, discouraged with other deadly 
sins, and as a consequence most thinking men are at 
swords-points with the great sinister Order and its 


schools. The utterances of one of them, Professor, 


Unamuno of Salamanca, has led to his exile in the 
Canaries. The activities of Ibanez along the French 
frontier is the answer of the Spanish intellectuals. 


Religious Education in Italy has been. reintroduced 
into the ‘common schools by the philosopher and min- 
education, Professor .Géntile. This was 
thought at first to be a gréat victory for the Roman 
Church, but, as it is working ‘out, it: seems not to be 





_terror of the Inquisition and the auto-da-fe. 
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so.- Others than priests are allowed to give this in- 
struction; in fact, Gentile has permitted any regular 
teacher to give it if he has felt so inclined. - Protes- 
tants, therefore, among others, are doing this. Again, 
much discussion has been awakened, and teachers and 
pupils are going te the Scriptures for knowledge of 
Christianity. The agent of the Bible Society in Rome 
has never received so many applications for New Tes- 
taments and portions as since this law went into effect, 
and the various Protestant publishing houses note a 
large demand for Christian literature. The text-books 
supplied do not in every case present things in a way 
satisfactory to Rome. There is no doubt that Gentile, 
Croce, and other leaders of Italian idealism have not 
planned this innovation to gratify the clericals, but 
because they really fear the corrosion and disintegra- 
tion which atheistic materialism brings in its train. 
It is delightful to learn. that to meet the demand for 
books suited to young people in the schools the Ital- 
ian Catholic publishing house Licet of Turin has is- 
sued in elegant form and with Eugéne Burnand’s 
levely drawings as illustrations, The Parables of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, Translated and Briefly Explained 
‘for Young People and Plain People.~ The author is 


‘ 





Volunteers for Mozambique 





The Missionary Herald prints a remark- 
able photograph of a group of young 
Christian blacks at present living in Lau- 
rensco Marques and working as cooks and 
servants, who have banded themselves to- 
gether for a campaign of evangelization in 
the Portugese colony of Mozambique. 
There are fifty in the band, though only 
thirty-three appear in the picture,—fine, in- 
telligent, upstanding fellows as fit and keen 
and well-dressed as any in Hampton or 
Tuskegee. They have learned Portugese 
which is one condition for undertaking mis- ~ 4 
sionary work in this Portugese domain, and 
are only waiting for a white leader before 
starting, since the Portugese government re- 
quires such direction for all missionary en- 
terprises. “There is nothing here to hold 
us,” writes their black leader. “If we get 
word to-morrow that the way is open we 
will pack and go. This army is ready to 
march.” 4 


“Here is missionary ammunition of the 
most: high-powered kind,”’ writes.Mr. Loze 
of the~Swiss Mission. “These boys are 
spoken of as the finest group of natives in 
Laurensco Marques. They are earning com- 

_paratively big money as house boys and 
kitchen boys. They do not blink at the diffi- 
culties they will have to face. They know 
that they will in all probability be opposed 
by government and planter, be imprisoned, 
and perhaps beaten or exiled or even killed.” 











G. Gabriele, a Catholic of piety and rare charity. His 
earlier manual, Vangeloe dei piccoli, The Gospel for 
Little Ones, has been introduced into the schoois in 
the regular courses and is described as superior to 
anything which the evangelical publishing houses of 
Italy have yet put out. 


The Scattered Returning.—T wenty-five chiefs of an 
Arab tribe immemorially encamped in Upper Galilee 
have petitioned the government of Palestine for rec- 
ognition as Jews and members of the Jewish com- 
munity on the ground that they are lineal descendants 
of Jews remaining in Palestine after the destruction 
of Jerusalem. This community, at present of a thou- 
sand members, was forced into Mohammedanism in 
the early days of Islam. 

The Marranos of Portugal are Jews who were in 
like manner forcibly converted to Catholicism in the 
fourteenth century, but have remained Jews secretly 
to the present time. A group of them have recently 
applied to the Jerusalem rabbinate for reinstatement 
into the Jewish faith. “The baptism of our fore- 
bears,” they say, “was only pretended because oe ped 
n the 
depths of our hearts, however, we their descendants 
have maintained our love and loyalty to our Jewish 
people. We marry only among ourselves, and even if 
we are baptized as children in Catholic churches, are 
married according to Catholic rites, and laid in our 
graves as Catholics, we feel ourselves Jews more than 
ever. We observe Yom Kippur: (the Great. Day of 
Atonement) devoutly, according to the command 
which we have handed down by tradition. We  Mar- 
ranos never cease to speak of our return-to Jerusalem. 


- $ervices. 
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We speak of it with our children, and we believe in 
it firmly. We take a joyful interest in the present 
reconstruction work of our Jewish brethren in the 
land of our fathers. Now the leading pefsonalities 
among the Marranos believe that there is no longer 
reason why they should.continue to hide their thoughts 
under a mask. We wish to participate openly and 
honestly in the lot of our people throughout the world, 
for we belong to it by blood, race, and spiritual life.” 


A Revival in Socialistic Essen.—Essen, the Pitts- 
burgh of Germany, the center of the Krupp interests, 
is drenched with anti-Christian socialism. Yet a lay 
evangelist, Dr. jur. Hans Berg, the mayor of a Meck- 
lenburg city, who has been evangelizing here, has 
received the most earnest attention. For a week the 
large Kreuzeskirche was filled with an audience of 
fifteen hundred people to listen to preaching on sin 
and atonement. During the last week the people waited 
an hour and a half for the opening of the doors in 
order to secure seats, Converts from among the So- 
Cialists testified to their conversion to Christ. On the 
closing Sunday Dr. Berg asked all those who really 
wished to become f:-llowers of Christ to remain be- 
hind, that he might ‘counsel with them. Practically 
the entire church stayed, and Dr. Berg explained to 
these seeking souls how peace was to be realized 
through Christ. No pressure was brought to'bear, nor 
any attempt at emotional stimulus. 


The Liebenzeller Mission in Changsha, Hunan, is 
still struggling because of inadequate support from 
Germany. Mr. Witt, its head-worker, says that the 
income for the past --ar has been but $175 per adult 
member of the miss »1 force. The work is a splen- 
did one. Nine day scaools, three boarding schools, a 
school for the blind. a medical school, and two or- 
phanages are all self-supporting. Then there are two 
hospitals, thirteen dispensaries, and four opium-refuges, 
also all self-supporting. Also eight Sunday-schools. 
Of the seventy-eig!~ Chinese evangelists and Bible 
women all but three are supported by the Chinese 
church. This is an increase of eleven in the past year. 
The orphanage has 240 famine orphans; the knitting 
work of the blind has sufficed to buy them rice for 
most of the year. ‘ive new congregations of Chinese 
Christians were formed last year, making 67 in all, 
with 2,734 members. Bandits, opium, and sectarian- 
ism have all come to trouble these Liebenzellers as 
well as poverty, but ihey have continued in the power 
of the old faith, and their mission expands yearly. 

Mr. Witt, of thk.- thission, reports the baptism of 
twenty-two soldiers'‘at one station. A Christian col- 
onel had brought them thither, and for some weeks 
they lived under Christian instruction and in Chris- 
tian fellowship. “It took us more than four hours to 
examine them. When I asked one of them, ‘Is there 
any difference between past and present?’ he replied, 
‘Difference! I was as one in a dark barrel. Now I 
am in the light.’ Their Scripture knowledge is. far 
beyond the average. i When we remarked on the pos- 
sibility of coming persecution one of them interjected, 
‘We are better off than the heathen. They have their 
distress without any Saviour to comfort them.’” An- 
other class of thirty soldiers will soon come for in- 
struction. Three hundred have joined Bible classes. 


Brief Notes.—There are more than a hundred 
public story-tellers in Tokyo, and one can by pay- 
ing a few sen listen to really thrilling and often 
humorous tales. And there is a pastor of a Japanese 
Baptist church in the capital, Nobechi San, who de- 
votes his rare gifts as a story-teller to the instruc- 
tion of little people in Biblical history. He is editor 


-of Shokoshi, a general paper for children, but his 


chief interest is in Christian story-telling. Innumer- 
able boys and girls have been brought into touch with 
Christ by- this unique ministry, for wherever he goes 
churches and halls are packed with children ... A 
huge statue of Buddha is to be erected by Tokyo 
Buddhists. Its height will be fifty-five feet, and the 
pedestal on which it sits will be ninety-five additional 
feet. It is to be made of cement mixed with the ashes 
of those who perished in the earthquake of 1923... . 
Governor Manrique of the Mexican state of San 
Luis Potosi, a Christian man trained in a Methodist 
mission school, is closing saloons, pulque, and mescal 
factories, and certain immense breweries on two large 
haciendas. He has spoken for prohibition in the larg- 
est theater of San Luis Potosi. ... Three years ago 
three well-prepared Porto Rican ministers began 
Methodist mission work in San Domingo. As a re- 
sult of their evangelization Methodist churches have 
sprung up at San Pedro, La Romana, San Cristohal, 
and the capital, with a total membership of three 
hundred and forty-five. Mr. Delgado, a Baptist Porto 
Rican. is also evangelizing there. In his seminary 
days in Porto Rico he was a member of a student 
evangelistic team which preached in the open air or in 
theaters in fifty-five of the seventy-seven towns of 
the Island. . . . Het Zoeklicht of Amsterdam reports 
a Jewish school in Frankfort-am-Main in which the 
New Testament is used as a text-book. In Duluth, 
Temple Emanuel in the absence of its rabbi, has asked 
Christian clergymen to preach at its Friday evening 
The Episcopal: Bishop, the dean of -Trinity 
Cathedral, and Mr. Mills, rector of St. Paul's ‘Church, 


, Dulisth, have been among the. speakers. 


New Hampton, N..H. 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 18. THE LORD’S SUPPER 
International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 22: 7-30 ~ , 
Golden Text.—This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.—Luke 22: 19 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By W. Graham Scroggie 
Foreword 


F THE four sections of our lesson, the second, 
verses 14-20, demands our special attention. All 
the evangelists record the observance of the 
Passover, and the institution of the Lord’s Supper. 
This fact incidentally shows that these events are cen- 
tral and vital. Acquaint yourself’ with them by read- 
ing and comparing the records. See the reference 
material under the Historical Setting. Your interest 
in this great portion should be reverently critical and 
intensely devotional. Mind and heart should act to- 
gether. 
The Historical Setting 
According to the generally accepted order of events 
(Harmony of the Gospels, by Stevens and Burton), 
there is no record of how our Lord spent the Wed- 
nesday of Passion Week. Sunday was the day of 
Manifestation; Monday, the day af Authority; Tues- 
day, the day of Conflict; Wednesday, the day of Ob- 
scurity; Thursday, the day of Farewells; and Friday, 
the day of Suffering. Our lesson belongs to the Thurs- 
day, the events of which day were (1) the observance 
of the Paschal Feast; (2) our Lord’s Farewell. Dis- 
courses, notably that one recorded only by_ John 
(chapters tate) 3 (3) and his Intercessory Prayer 
(John 17). From this it will be seen that the Thurs- 
day of our Lord’s last week was a day of momentous 
events, intended and destined to give Christianity its 
outstanding significance for two thousand years. 
Reference Material: Exodus 12; Matthew 26: 17-30; 
Mark 14: 12-26; John 13: 1-30; 1 Corinthians 11: 17- 
34; Revelation 19: 9. 
The Expository Meaning ; 
Verse 7.—The day of wnleavened bread. Nisan 
14th, when leaven was removed from the hotse. The 
Feast of Unleavened Bread was for the week follow- 
ing the Passover (Exod. 12: 14-20; 1 Cor. 5:7, 8). 
Verse 8—Only Luke mentions that the two dis- 
ciples sent were Peter and John. Make ready. The 
preparations which had to be made were considerable, 
embracing the providing of place, victim, unleavened 
cakes, wine, water, bitter herbs, the setting out of the 
table, and the roasting of the lamb. All this was sup- 
posed to be completed about 3 P. M., leaving a mar- 
gin of three hours before sunset. 


Verse 10.—The city; 4. e., Jerusalem. A man bear- 


ing @ pitcher of water. The women generally did’ 


this, and sometimes a slave. No ‘doubt the water was 
being fetched from Siloam for the uses of the Pass- 
over. Was this sign previously agreed upon between 
Jesus and the householder? Follow him. He “would 
act as an unconscious guide through the network of 
narrow and unfamiliar streets to the appointed place.” 

Verse 11—That the message to the good man of 
the house speaks of Jesus as the Master, is evidence 
that the former was a disciple. 

Verse 12—The guest-chamber described. <A place 
used for social gatherings. Furnished with the neces- 
sary table and carpets; put there for the occasion. 

Verses 14-20.—The important thing to observe in 
this section is that here two feasts meet; the one is old, 
the Passover; the other is new, the Lord’s Supper; 
and the new fulfils and supersedes the old. At exactly 
what point the Passover became the Supper it is not 
easy to say, but the fact is in these records. The or- 
der observed in the celebration of the Passover in 
our Lord’s time appears to have been as follows — 
Thanks were offered and a cup of wine was drunk; 
bitter herbs were placed on the table, dipped in a sour 
liquid, and eaten with thanksgiving; the unleavened 
bread and the lamb, with accompaniments, were then 

resented; then, the head of the family, after bless- 
ing, dipped a portion of the bitter herbs in the Charos- 
ette (a sauce), and ate it, the others eating after him; 
the second cup of wine was mixed, and the meaning 
of the Passover explained. Psalms 113 and 114 were 
sung, thanksgiving offered, and the second cup was 
drunk. The head of the company then took two pieces 
of bread, broke one piece into parts and laid them on 
the other piece; pronounced a blessing, and rolled part 
of the broken bread in bitter herbs, dipped it in the 
sauce, gave thanks again, and ate it, doing the same 
also with part of the lamb. The guests then partook; 
the head of the family ate the last portion of the 
lamb, praise was offered; the third cup was drunk; 
Psalms 115 to 118 were sung, and the fourth cup was 
drunk. Sometimes a fifth cup was drunk, and Psalms 
120 to 127 were sung. 

Principal Salmond says: In all probability the 
Lord’s Supper was instituted when the last portion 
of the lamb was eaten and the third cup was drunk, 
and the ceremonial of the Passover was ended. 


Devotional : Psalm 22 :-22-28. 
Reference Material; Matthew 26 : 17-30; Mark 14 3 12-26; John 
-33: » Pe 
Primary Topic : The Stacy onderful Supper. 
Lesson Material : Lu yk ho 
Memory Verse: This do remembrance of me.—Luke 


22: 19. 
unior Topic; The Lor? Supper. 
J “Lesson Material : uke 22} 7-30. 
mene oh Bh A Luke 22; 19. 


Topic: Fhe Meaning of the Communica 
Tope for ‘Young People and Adults: Communion with Jesus 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 14-23 


14 And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the 
aposties with him. 15 And he said unto them, With desire 
I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suf- 
fer: 16 for I say unto you, I shall not eat. it,- until it be 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 17 And he received a cup, 
and when he had given thanks, he said, Take this, and di- 
vide it among yourselves: 18 for I say unto you, I shall 
not drink from henceforth 
the kingdom of God shall come. 19 And he took + bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he brake: it, and gave to 
them, saying, This is my body *which is given for you: 
this do in remembrance of me. 2@ And the cup in like 
manner after supper, saying, This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, even that which is poured out for you. 21 But 
behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on 
the table. 22 For the Son of man indeed goeth, as it hath 
been determined: but woe unto that man through whom 
he is betrayed! 23 And they began to estion among 
themselves, which of them it was that should do this thing. 


2Or, a loaf 2Some ancient authorities omit which is 
given for you... which is poured out for you. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Verse 14.—The hour was in the twilight between 
sunset and dark on the Passover evening. Jesus and 
the apostles sat down. Three tables were placed as 
three sides of a square; benches were arranged along- 
side of them on the outer side; on these the guests 
reclined. The open part of the square was used by 
the servant who brought the dishes. 

Verse 15.—Luke only has this. I desired. When? 
The tense points to a moment of great desire. Be- 
fore I suffer. Then he knew that and how he would 
suffer. The Cross did not take him by surprise, ac- 
cording to much modern teaching, His sufferings were 
voluntary. 


Verse 16.—This particular Passover was not only 
a fulfilment, but a prophecy. 


Verse 17.—A cup: the cup (v. 20). The former was 


before the breaking of bread (comp. 1 Cor. 10:16); . 


and the latter was after supper. It is not easy to say 
which t- o of the five these cups were. 


Verses 17-19.—Does this mean that Jesus did not 
partake of this meat? If it was the Passover -Feast 
he did; but if it was the Last Supper, he did not. 

Verse 19.—The bread was flat and hard like a bis- 
cuit. The Jews never cut bread. 

Verses 19, 20.—These are verses of tremendous im- 
portance (comp. 1 Cor. 11:24). From these words 
Romanists teach Transubstantiation; Lutherans teach 
Consubstantiation; and Protestants teach Representa- 
tion. This last, of course, is the true meaning. 

, Given for you: not “to” you; thus implying sacri- 
ce. 

This do in remembrance of me. Only here and in 
1 Corinthians 11:24. By these words our Lord con- 
stituted this Supper and ordinance of the Church, a 
commemoration feast among his people, ever remind- 
ing us that he is our spiritual food. 


The new covenant. There are two Greek words for 
“covenant”: sunthéké would here mean an agreement 
between God and men; but the word is didthéké, mean- 
ing an arrangement by God for men. d it is new. 
There are two Greek words for “new”: neos, meaning 
new in the sense of later; and kainos, meaning new 
in the sense of better. Both words occur in Mark 2: 
22; and, while the latter is used in our text, both are 
used of this covenant (Heb. 9:15). This covenant is 
new both as to time and character. 


_ In; that is, by means of. My blood. The covenant 
is ratified by the shedding and sprinkling of blood 
(comp. Exod. 24:8; Heb. 12:24). 

Poured out (see 1 Pet. 1:19). Christ’s blood is 
precious to sinners because it was poured out. His 
blood in his veins was not atoning, but only as it was 
spilt (Heb. 9: 22). 

For you; that is, “on behalf of” all men (propitia- 
tion) ; but “instead of” only those who believe (sub- 
stitution). 

The expository meaning of verses 21-30 is merged 


of the fruit of the vine, until. 
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in the next two divisions (Values and Aim) to econo- 
mize space, 


The Homiletical Form 

I. PREPARATION FOR THE FEAST. » Verses 7-13. 

2, CELEBRATION. OF THE SupreR. Verses 14-20. 

3. INDICATION OF THE TRAITOR. Verses 21-23. 

4. DISPUTATION OF THE TWELVE. Verses 24-30. 
The Topical Value 


Verses 7-13.—Is it not true, too often, that. whereas 
we make careful preparation for most things, we 
neglect to do so for the most sacred things, —our re- 
ligious and spiritual exercises and observances? See 


what details are gone into here, in view of the Pass- 
over. 


Verses 14-20—What a tragedy that the Lord’s 
table, which was designed to unite all Christians in 
holy fellowship with their one Saviour and Lord, 
should have become the occasion of rending the Church 
in twain! ~ 

‘Verses 21-23.—Judas is a great mystery. Was he 
an incarnate demon? (See John 6:70; 17:12; 2 
Thess. 2:3). 

_ Verse 22.—Observe how, here, divine purpose and 
diabolical plans work together. It was determined that 
Christ should die; yet, cursed was he who brought it 
about (comp. Gen. 50: 14-20). 

_ Verses 24-27.—The world’s conception of greatness 
is in exercising lordship and receiving honors. It 
thinks the great people are kings and queens, titled 
men and women; people who are “high-born”; those 
who have official power; who have plenty of money; 
who can boss others about. But Jesus teaches that 
to serve is to reign; that to bestow is to be blessed. 

his was an entirely new and revolutionary idea, and 
one which the world does not yet understand, and 
which the Church does not yet practise. 

We are not great as we get, but as we give; not by 
being lords, but by being servants; not by wearing 
crowns, but by washing feet. 

_ The greatest is the one who does most good. Christ 
himself is the supreme example of greatness. Pos- 
sibly at verse 27, the feet-washing action of John 13: 
12-27 comes in. Service was the secret of Christ’s 
life, and should be the strength of our own. 


Verses 28-30.—Note two points in verse 28: First, 
my temptations, or trials. It should be a comfort to 
us all to know that he had these. Second, continued 
(Greek) means, to continue through, to remain con- 
stant. Is not this a_wonderfully generous tribute to 
the disciples? Would we have done better than they 
did, or as well? I wonder! 

Fancy Christians (v. 24), destined to sit on thrones 
(v. 30), coveting the greatness of pagans here on 
earth! (v. 25.) - 


The Practical Aim 


Verse 12—A large upper room. This was above 
and covered all the other rooms in the house. This 
should be true of our spiritual life. But, alas, some 
wish to confine it to one small chamber, and that is 
often underground! 

Verse 14.—When the hour was come. he sat down. 
This is a rebuke to people who go late .o church. Un- 
less it is quite impossible, you should be in your seat 
when the hour strikes. The minister is expected to 
be on time!’ Why not the member? 

Verse 15.—With intense desire I have intensely de- 
sired. Do you feel Nike this with reference to the 
range a matter most? This is holy passion; zeal 
or God. 


Verse 16—Until. Christ had and has a goal in view: 
and, it is a Kingdom. Is this goal yours? 

Verse 19.—In remembrance of me. He knew how 
easily we would forget (2 Tim. 2:8, R. V.). “Re- 
member Jesus Christ.” 

Verse 21.—Open. enmity to Christ is bad enough, 
but feigned friendship veiling treachery is infinitely 
worse. a 

Verse 24.—Think of it! Contention at the Com- 
munion Table! Is not this to eat and to drink con- 
demnation? (1 Cor. 11:29). 

Verses 24-27.—Greatness is not a matter of office 
and uniform, but of character. I have seen a page- 
boy ‘with as much gold braid as a field marshal. It 
was said of John, “He shall be great in the sight of 
the Lord.” In whose sight do you wish to be great? 
In your own? In other people’s? Or in God’s? The 
more laden a tree is of fruit, the more do its branches 
~~ The holier one becomes, the lowlier will he 

ome. 


Final Word 


Remember, only true Christians, those who are re- 
generated, born again, converted, have any right to 
























































Lesson for January 18 
Luke 22 : 7-30 


partake of the Sacrament, Nothing can be more seri- 
ous than to go to the Lord’s Table if you are not 
saved (1 Cor, 11: 20-32). 


EpinsurGH, SCOTLAND, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and 
searching character. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Scroggie, 
Professor Ellis, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associ- 
ate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried as- 
signing some of the questions to different members of 
your class, and letting them see whether they can dis- 
cover the answers as given in the following issue? 


AN you tell, approximately and ‘réasonably, from the 

Scripture accounts, how Jesus spent the days inter- 

vening between the “triumphal” entry into Jerusalem 
and this last -:passover supper? 

2. What was. the original passover to those who did not 
observe it? : 

3. What feast did the passover introduce, and how do 
Christians stand related to both? 

4 Why did Christ give the sign of the “man... bearing 
a pitcher” to Peter and John instead of telling them. di- 
rectly the location of the room? : : 

gs. What other “background friends” of Jesus can you 
name beside this “master of the house” where this last 
supper was eaten? 

6 What” “background enemy” comes out in the open 
(statements of Scripture) in this scene? 

7. Did Jesus eat the passover the night of his betrayal? 

8 What previous teachings of our Lord should have en- 
abled the disciples to better understand the meaning of the 
Lord’s Supper? 

9. Where did our Lord give any further light upon this 
implied intimate relationship after his ascension? 

ro. What is remarkable about the thanks he gave that 
night? 

ir. What common sense answer is there to the doctrine 
of transubstantiation? 

12. To what new testament (or covenant) did Christ refer 
in-verse 20? 

13. Why does eating and drinking furnish such a strong 
illustration of the indwelling of Christ? 

14. Is it optional-or an obligation that a Christian should 
partake of the communion? 

15. What is the apostolic suggestion concerning prepara- 
tion for the communion? 

16. What is made a condition of access to the Lord’s 
Table in the New Testament? 

17. Where in our lesson does Christ lay claim to divine 
prerogative? 

18. What previous instances of the worldly ambition of 
the disciples can you give? 

19. When will the disciples occufy their thrones and 
judge Israel? 

20. Where does Scripture say that the saints will have a 
part in judging the earth? 

21. What were the first and last recorded acts of Jesus 
our Lord in tne upper room on this passover night? Is 
there some -spiritual connection between them? 

22. What words in the last prayer with his first followers 
(in that upper room) belong most certainly to ourselves, 
his last followers? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


% 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charlies Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or Aim.—Every lesson and teaching 
process is conditioned and deternsined by the aim 
of the teacher and pupil. 











Bc vital lesson may be so taught that the aim 
may settle into the controversy as to whether or 
not it was the Jewish passover that Jesus ate on this 
night of his betrayal; and the question is not without 
merit as a theme for discussion, but it is doubtful 
whether the attempt to settle this question should be 
the aim of the lesson. 

The aim may also be to decide the exact location of 
the upper room and the exact time of the week when 
this event took place; and there are interesting rea- 
sons for questioning whether the traditional time is 
the correct one. Or again, the aim may be so to pre- 
sent the lesson as to lead up to the theological ques- 
tion of the “real presence” and to settle such ques- 
tions as “transubstantiation” and “consubstantiation” ; 
and the question of “discerning the Lord’s body” is 
not one to be disposed of lightly, no matter what the- 
ory or lack of theory we may hold. But for the ordi- 
nary class it is doubtful whether these aims will sat- 
isfy more, than a bit of Curiosity which is far from 
vital even though it relates itself to-a very sacred oc- 
casion ; and they are suggestive of the fact that cannot 
be too often insisted ypon, namely; that it is by no 
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means unimportant that-the teacher should beforehand 
think through just what he hopes to accomplish in the 
teaching of any particular lesson to any particular 
group. : 

It is evident that Jesus linked this communion up 
with his own death in a very significant and vital man- 
ner; and one aim outstanding’ in the teaching should 
be to make this.clear, and to emphasize as. the Scrip- 
ture does that every tuation of it has the meaning 
and significance which Jesus gave to it. He has asked 
it of his followers as a perpetual memorial of his sac- 
rificial love, and it is not optional whether we observe 
it or. whether we give it this significance, 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


‘The Great Supper Party.—He sat down, and the 
apostles with him (v. 14). I have often wondered why 
the town folks, even those from off the old farm, like 
to call the evening meal “dinner,” Even though there 
are only beefsteak and cottage fried or a fish and 
stewed tomatoes plus canned. peaches or a pick-up 
from the delicatessen, it is “dinner.” The two great- 
est table gatherings of which there is an account were 
evening meals, the end of the finished day and the 
end of the finished life. The Lord’s Supper. The 
Marriage Supper (Rev. 19:9). I have a friend, a 
doctor, who got it into his head I had done him a 
favor, and so to show his appreciation he gave me.a 
large, magnificent copy of DiVinci’s great painting 
of this scene in the upper room. It hangs above me 
as I write. The next time you see one of the many 
prints of this masterpiece of religious art just note 
what a splendid group of men physically the artist 
has imagined the twelve and their Master to have been. 
What a football team they would have made. Noth- 
ing dried up and ascetic about them, You have guessed 
the idea in my head. When Jesus selected his dis- 
ciples he knew the great enterprise they had to swing 
and he selected out-door men, bronzed and toughened 
by sun, wind, and storm. Men who could pull an 
oar and endure punishment. Eyen Matthew the tax- 
gatherer must have had some hard knocks among a 
religious people. -Tony Biddle, the athletic founder 
of the A. J. Biddle Bible Class of Philadelphia, has 
a very enteftaining address in which he contends that 
Jesus was the greatest athlete of his day. That was 
why he could come through the fast and temptation 
in the wilderness. That was why he could stand up 
under the exhausting work of his three years’ intense 
ministry with its end hanging over him (John 6: 64). 
At.any rate this was the most wonderful supper party 
ever held, and it has continued down the centuries. 


“Doubled-Crossed.”—The hand of him that be- 
trayeth me is with me .on the table (v. 21). There 
is nothing perfect_in the world of men, not even in 
this intimate _ farewell gathering in the upper room. 
From Eden until now we have to count upon his satanic 
majesty being present (Luke 22:3). If he came into 
such a company as this, why need we be surprised to 
find him among other companies of Jesus’ disciples? 
Satan’s favorite rdle is that of the betrayer. -When 
I speak to the girls in the tenderloin of the great city, 
I try to get them togpromise to meet me in the golden 
square of the New Jerusalem by the Tree of Life. 
If they keep their promises I will meet a bunch of 
them there, beautiful, and in robes of white and with 
pearl necklaces. Come and see us if you are in town! 
The world as well as Heaven is full of betrayed folks. 
Many a man has been “sold out.” I know a gentle 
little stenographer whose father would have been one 
of Pc .nsylvania’s most prosperous men if he had not 
been betrayed in the business which he starved and 
struggled to found. All you men know how the 
“freeze-out” is accomplished. This betrayal is gen- 
erally worked by a member of the board, as in our 
present lesson. It is the intimate who can “stin®” 
you. “Et tu Brute.’ So remember, old fellow, when 
you are “sold out” the Master knows all about it. 
He is your friend and sympathizer and helper when 
the “double-crossing” comes to you. Take up the 
matter with him rather than with your friends and 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday Schoo) Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadeiphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. January 4.—Christ’s Triumphal Entry ..Luke 19: 29-44 
2. January 11.—The Last Judgment ....Matthew 25 : 31-46 
3. January 18.—The Lord’s Supper .......... Luke 22 : 7-36 
. January 25.—Jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14 : 1-31 
. February 1.—The Vine and the Branchés ..John 15 : 1-27 
. February 8.—Christ’s Intercessory Prayer. John 17 : 1-26 
. February 15.—Jesus in Gethsemane ..... Mark 14: 32-42 
. February 22.—Good Citizenship. (Temperance 
SOME 75 x SCA ilk< Sotds fa coe csvadcetocses Romans 13: 1-14 
9. March 1.—Christ Before Pilate ........ Matthew 27 : 11-31 
10. March 8.—The Saviour on the Cross ....Luke 23 : 33-46 
11. March 15.—Our Lord’s Resurrection ...... John 20: 1-18 
12. March 22.—The Forty Days and th¢ Ascension 
Luke 24 : 13-53 
13. March 29.—Closing Period of Christ’s Ministry 


On Ans 
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neighbors who may laugh in their sleeves at your “hard 
luck” story (1 Pet. 5:7). 


The Testing Bench.—They began to question among 
themselves, which of them... should do this thing (v. 
23). Which proves, if any additional proof were needed, 
that these disciples were real men of the common clay, 
or, as Mr. Bryan says, “men of the common mud.” 
There is lots of hope for aman when he is suspicious 
of himself. We rarely fall down when we think we 
might. It is the unexpected that happens. Sometimes 
my empleyer friends discuss men and maids. I said 
to one ef them the other day: “If you had your serv- 
ice to sell, would you work for you if you could 
possibly get a job anywhere else?” He thought a 
moment, and then said with a laugh, “No, I’ll be dog- 
goned if I would.” The martinet is usually the per- 
fect man—by his own estimate. After all, none of 
us are so very good (Eccles. 7:20; Rom. 3: 23). Down 
in the steel mills we never know how a mixture is go- 
ing to hold out until itis carefully tested. That. is 
why thousands of dollars are used up in maintaining 
costly chemical and mechanical laboratories. Neither 
are any two human mixtures exactly alike. What 
you really aré will never be known until you are tested. 
Woe betide you if you are too “hard.” You are likely 
to “snap.” I wonder if you grasp the idea I have in 
mind. Do you know, I never pass an orchard to, this 
day with big luscious peaches bending its branches, or 
trees all afire with shining Jonathans, Winesaps, or 
Golden Belleflowers that I do not feel an awful im- 
pulse to shin the fence! But I don’t. And let me 
tell you, “peaches” and “apples” are alluringly in 
evidence all along life’s ‘highway. Because of the “Is 
it I” that is in us all who are “live ones,” we need to 
have Jesus walk the life way with us and to take 
supper with him ever so often. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ae the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. . 
INustrations must reach The Sunday, School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
species’ desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


. 


Monarchs at the Lord’s Table.—This is my body 
which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me 
(Golden Text). After his coronation King George 
Ill received the Lord’s Supper, after the usual cus- 
tom; but when the two Archbishops came to hand him 
from the throne, he stopped and said that he would 
not receive it with the crown upon his head. The 
crown was then taken off. He then bade the Queen 
take hers off, and on being told that it was pinned on, 
said, “Well, then, let it be understood, that Her Ma- 
jesty received ij not as a Queen but as a.Christian.”— 
Source unknown. Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


‘Bread from Home.—This is my body which is given 
for you (v. 19). A young French soldier lay in a hos- 
pital in Geneva. They wrote to his father far away 
in Brittany, and as soon as possible the old white- 
haired sire of seventy years stood before him. “You 
must not die!” cried the old man. But the youth pro- 
tested that nothing could tempt his appetite, and the 
doctors had given him over to die. Then the old man 
took from his knapsack one of the common loaves of 
rye bread, such as are eaten by the peasants of Brit- 
tany. “Here, my son, take this; it was made by your 
mother.” The sick lad turned his heavy eyes, and, 
stretching out his hand greedily, cried, “Give it me, 
father; I am hungry!” As he ate, his eye lighted up, 
the blood came back to his face, and large tears rolled 
down his cheeks as he said: “It’s good, so good, the 
bread from home!” From that hour the soldier began 
to get well. So the “Bread of God” is what we need 
to strengthen our souls.—From “The People’s Christ,” 
by L. A. Banks. Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lan- 
cashire, Eng. 


Ransom’s Cost.—My blood, which is shed for you 
(v. 20). 
“But none of the ransomed ever knew 
How deep were the waters crossed; 
Nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed 
through : 
Ere He found His sheep that was lost.” 


—From “The Ninety and Nine,” by Elizabeth C. Cle- 
phane. Sent by Alice T. Carpenter, Montclair, N. J. 


For Sinners.—This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, even that which is poured out for you (v. 20). 
That quaint Scottish saint, “Rabbi” Duncan, was min- 
ister of the Perthshire parish of Persie. An aged 
parishioner once told me a moving story. It was 


Communion Sunday, and the Rabbi observed a poor 
woman, who was troubled by lack of “assurance,” 
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» untasted. He stepped 
sk the cup, and handed it back 
w her. ‘“Tak’ it, woman, ta’ it,” he said 
in his broad Doric; “it’s for sinners.”— 
From Dawid Smith, in the British Weekly. 
Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


General Feng’s Authority.—And there 
was also a strife among: them, which of 
them should be accounted the greatest (v. 
24). Some of the officers. of Generai 
Feng, the Chinese Christian soldier, 
caught him with a mop in his hand, mop- 
ping up the floor. They remonstrated 
with him, says the Bible Society Record, 
and said that Confucius had taught that 
a governor should not do such work, He 
handed them a New, Testament and said, 
“See what the New Testatnent says about 
the matter.” They searched for a suit- 
able passage. It was this: “Whosoever 
would become great among you shall be 
your minister.” Feng quietly said, “I 
think that fits."—Sent by Mrs. H. M. 
Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Wearing Strange Dress.—/ am in. the 
midst of you as he that serveth (v. 27). 
A young missionary in China h pted 
the native dress to get nearer the peo- 
ple. He had himself photographed in 
this garb and sent the picture home.. His 
sister was shocked when she saw it, and 
said, “What a gulf this strange dress 
has made between my brother and me!” 
A friend replied, “It may seem so, but 
what a gulf was placed between God 
and his Son when our Lord put on our 
dress by assuming our flesh and blood! 
He did it for your sake. Why. should 
you object to your brother dressing like 
a Chinese to win the Chinese ?”—From 
the Missionary Echo. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


tw 
From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


THs do in remembrance of me (v. 
19). Anamnesin, remembrance, save 


‘in Paul’s communion formula (1 Cor. 11: 


24) is not used again in the New Testa- 
ment except in Hebrews 10:3, “But in 
those sacrifices there is a remembrance 
again made of sins every year.”’. We are 
to remember Christ's death so that we 


‘may be delivered from the remembrance 


of past sins. The remembrance of the 
communion services covers and abolishes 
the remembrances which the law and the 
sin-offerings bring up. 

Verses 21 and 30.—There is an intended 
contrast here between the table of be- 
trayal which is also that of the symbolic 
broken bread and shed’ blood and the 
“my” table in “my” kingdom, the table 
of glory. Also between didomenon (v. 
19), “my body given” and paradidontos 
(v. 21), the hand of the one giving me 
up. Judas delivered up, paradidontos, our 
Lord’s body. But over his soul he had 
no power. Jesus alone could deliver up 
his spirit (paredoke, John 19: 30). 

_ There is perhaps an echo of this scene 
in Peter’s first epistle (5: 1-5). 

there mentions himself as a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ and then urges 
his fellow-Christians to feed the flock of 
God, not with the Judas motive of money- 
making, the lovetof filthy lucre, “a very 
strong and condemnatory word,” nor as 
being lords over God's heritage, using 
the same root word which Luke here uses, 
kureuo (v. 25). Thie kings of the Gen- 
tiles exercise authority, but ye shall not 
be so, Jesus had said. “He that is great- 
est among you let him be as younger, ho 
neoteros. Peter urges the younger to 
submit unto the elder and then, perhaps 
thinking of our Lord’s words, adds, “Yea, 
let all of you be subject one to another 
and tie on humility as with a string” (1 
Pet. 5:5), an allusion to our Lord gird- 
ing himself with an apron at the Last 
Supper. ‘ 

New Hampton, N. H. 


If you have much-to do with boys, 
Mr. Howard's book of sixty-one “Boy- 
Talks” will prove to be a very great 
help in what the talks contain, and im 
the way in which they get at the boy 
heart and boy -life.. It is issued by The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50, a book of 216 pages. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we realize to-day how lightly we haye re- 
membered what thou hast done for us, 
Many times we have approached the table of 
communion with wandering thoughts, and a 
spirit not disentangled from the world. We 
pray that thou wilt forgive us for our. in- 
difference, and even in the midst of remem- 
brance, for our divided interests. We pray 
that in this time of Bible study and fellow- 
ship together we may with quiet minds and 


humble hearts approach the study of the f 


Last Supper with reverence and with deep 
thankfulness for all thy mercies. Open our 
eyes that we may see the truth of thy cov- 
enant relationship with thy people, in the 
broken body and the shed blood of the Son 
of God. We ask this in thy dear name. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—We love to erect 


memorials to the heroic spirits that have 
given their lives for mankind. If you 





THE COMMUNION 
PRESENT EMEMBRANCE 
IN REAeNRRINCE OF HIM 











ABSENT 
have never seen the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington, be sure to take plenty of 
time on your next visit to Washington to 
let that wonderful. monument enter into 
your memory so that you Will never for- 
get it. But there is a memorial which 
is infinitely more precious than the most 
glorious memorial that we could ever 
erect to the memory of any man. It is 
sometimes seen in a little hut-in a forest 
with rude vessels, and half-clad wor- 
shipers, and the words of it in strange 
tongues. It is sometimes seen in the 
stately surroundings of great churches 
where men and women in all walks of 
life, many of them with tears in their 
eyes, are remembering One whose love 
for them. goes far beyond any human wun- 
derstanding. When our Lord Jesus stood 
with his disciples, at the Last Supper, and 
gave them to eat and to drink that which 
represented his own life laid down for 
them, he asked them to continue to ob- 
serve this feast in remembrance of him. 
We are to remember while sharing in the 
communion service that it was his life 
poured out for us that enters into us by 
faith, and gives us that new life which 
changes us from the spiritually dead to 





the spiritually living. It-is not the com- 
munion service that does this. -It'is Jesus 
himself, Are you among those who have 
felt obliged to leave the church just as 
communion service begins? Oh, -why 
should you ever turn away? What a joy 
if we could all sit down together around 
the table of the Lord. May that indeed 
be true of all of us. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Nearer, my God, to thee.” 

“Rock of Ages.” 

“Communion hymn.” 

“Break thou the bread of life.” 
“When I survey the wondrous cross.” 
“What a wonderful Saviour.” , 
“No, not one.” 

“What did He do?” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
‘the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Our Sovereign and Maker” (203 : 1-3). 
Psalm 100 : 1-5. 
“Bless His Holy Name” (arr : 1-3). 
Psalm 103 : 1-5, 10-18, 
“At Thy Right Hand” (160: 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 23-28. 
“In Green Pastures” (47 : 1-4). Psalm 23 : 1-6, 
“The Lord Unto His Christ” (222 : 1-3). 
Psalm 110 : 1-7, 
“This Is the Day” (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118 : 19-26. 
"7 : 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. What the Lord Jesus was to his 
friends. 


2. What his friends may be to him. 











6¢¥ T IS not so much what I learned from 
all that was done for me there as 
just knowing that prince of a teacher, 
himself, that made my college so worth- 
while to me.” This was the testimony of 
one boy after four years of close per- 
sonal relations with a certain teacher. 
Get your girls to discuss whether it is 
what a friend does, actively, for one or 
what he is (the unconscious contact of 
soul with soul} that means most. Then 
ask them whether they love Jesus more 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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for what he thas done for them or. for 
what: he -is-to them. And fast, discuss 
that issue im’ thé lives ‘of ~ Jesus’ first 
friends; his twelve - disciples, especially. 
How did they feel about it?: What evi- 
dence from their lives and lips can your 
girls recall to throw. light on this ques- 
tion?. Study closely the accounts of this 
last evening’s fellowship with their Mas- 
ter. Were they not more puzzled and 
troubled over how they were ever to live 
on without him than even over his own 
swiftly. approaching sufferings? 

2. But if they will read closely, and 
between the lines as well, they will find 
not only Jesus’ keen appreciation of their 
dependence upon his very presence but 
alsoa wp craving on his part for their 
understanding companionship. He needed 
‘them —he wanted them —yeven. as they 
needed and wanted him! “Does that not 
make you hold your: breath over the won- 
der that our Lord of heaven and earth 
can need and want you? 

It is Luke who records (22:15) that 
he said to those first friends as they sat 
down together in that upper guest-cham- 
ber,- “With desire I have desired to eat 
this passover with you before I. suffer” — 
one more last uninterrupted communion 
hour with his own! He had said in. the 
early days of his ministry that his Father 
was seeking worshipers who could wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth (John 4:23). 
Is such communion as he sought, that 
passover night, the heart and secret of 
such worship? Is that why we have ever 
since that hour loved to call this supreme 
act of worship “the communion” ? 

Would you deepen your girls’ appre- 
ciation of their privilege in coming to such 
communion with their Saviour and 
Friend? Does not this lesson assure them 
that when they are truly with him in their 
deepest hearts they are not only receiv- 
ing immeasurable blessing but are actually 
bringing joy to the heart of God—to 
the Father who is seeking such wor- 
shipers, and to his Son who -so’ longed 
for this inward communion with his own 
that he. twice asked for it in his gréat 


passion? 
Home Study 


~. Re-read all the accounts of this last 
hour of communion between Jesus and his 
first followers. As you read put your- 
self in the place of one of those eleven 
friends. 

Decatur, Ga. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught, This Week 


Beginning: A shoe box won’t hold two 
bushels. 


Discussion: Let it bring from the fel- 
lows an exposition of the things they 
give “large place” to, in their thinking 
and acting. Compare these to what is 
given to him who has first claim. Be 
careful not to dogmatically run ahead 
of what you can back up with good sell- 
ing argument. 

Objective: Give Jesus Christ the “large, 
upper room.” 











AY, fellows, I have heard of a gen- - 


tleman who sent word to two boys 
that he had some apples for them; to 
bring a box to carry them away. The 
boys arrived with a shoe box, which 
barely held a half:dozen of the big, red 
beauties that were waiting for them. Ait- 
erwards, they learned that their bene- 
factor had a whole barrel of apples to 
give them, had their box been large 
enough. He was testing their faith in 
his liberality. 
When Jesus ‘was ready to eat his fare- 
well_ supper ‘with his disciples he told 
two of them to go into the city and tell 


‘la certain man who lived there that he 


needed a room for the supper. There 
was placed at his disposal “a large, upper 
room, furnished.” There the disciples 
“made ready.” 

Fellows, perhaps you have never ap- 
preciated the full significance of the 
Lord’s Supper, which we celebrate “in 
remembrance of him.” - Doubtless none of 
us will realize alf that it means, until 


it is* our privilege to sit down “at the _ 





marriage supper of the~Lamb,” but there 
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Lesson for January 18 
Luke 22 : 7-30 


is just one thought I would like to lodge 

in your minds to-day. It is about that 

“large upper room furnished” and made 

“ready.” Jesus, the Great Architect, him- 

self gave the specifications. It is up to 

s to supply such a room in our life, for 
im. 


A Large Room. You and I are start- 
ing out to be Christians in the true sense 
of the word — real followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We are going to live our 
lives in such a way that all who know 
us will be attracted by the love, the power, 
and the all-sufficiency of our Master. It 
is a big program. It will require large 
space in life—in our thinking, our. act- 
ing, our being. The program will not 
be happy, nor will it thrive in skimpy 
quarters. Prayer time, for instance; the 
time for intimate communion with him,} 
will amount to little if crowded back into 
the last moment before jumping into bed 
at the end of a fatiguing day. Bible 
study, which in its own exclusive way 
makes wus acquainted with our Lord, 
should be deliberate and not. hurried. Give 
it. large room in your day’s schedule — 
room to expand into real, vital knowl- 
edge of God’s revealed will. 

An Upper Room. Separated from the 
noise and interruptions of the street. A 
friend of mine, who is widely known, and 
who has difficulty securing uninterrupted 
privacy even in his own home, had an 
important paper to prepare. He went 
to a hotel and secured a room without 
registering, and spent a whole week in se- 
clusion. doing that work. He considered 
it just that important. He gave it “an 
upper room.” I have another friend 
whose hands are full of hard work évery 
day in the year. Traveling across the 
continent, he stopped over at one city and 
spent a whole day in a hotel room alone, 
for prayer over a certain matter which 
he regarded as supremely vital. The “up- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little_setts Telling Bible Stories” 
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per room” showed his estimate of that’ 
thing. These are extreme cases, but they 
help one to understand what is due to our 
Christ — the very top, the uppermost, the 
best — our exclusive attention. 

A Furnished Room. Some equipment 
was necessary for the supper; table, ves- 
sels, seats or reclining places, food and 
drink, lights, and so on. See to it, fel- 
Have a good, clear-print Bible. 
Get a good one that will wear well and 
that you will enjoy handling. Take ad- 
vantage of every opportunity to train 
your minds and your hands in Christian 
service ; seek the fellowship of others do- 
ing the some thing—in Sunday-school, 
church, or conferences. Surround your- 
selves with every Christ-loving, Christ- 
serving influence. That’s a part of it; 
you will think of other wafs to furnish 
the large, upper room, 

Making Ready. The Lord himself must 
do this, preparing your heart. Ask him 
to come in, fully, and make your room 
fit for his indwelling. There he will 
sup with you and you with him. “And 
the joy you'll share as you tarry there” 
will be beyond telling. 


Greensporo, N. C, 
vw 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Note by the Editor.—Mrs. Hatton is a Christian 
mother who has taught children in the public 
schools, has had charge of the children’s societies 
in her own church, and has for years taught both 
children and mothers in the Sunday-school. She 
has noticed the frequent lack of emphasis, in Sun- 
day-school lesson helps, on the Atonement, the 
New Birth, and other deep and precious truths 
that children eagerly receive when given an op- 
portunity. Of a boys’ class that she teaches she 
writes: “It is a joy to see the real interest they 
show in the deep, sweet truths of redemption, 
which I have tried to point out to them in the 
covenants, the types, the sacrifices, and prophe- 
cies. I keep a roll of the class with my prayer 
lists, and pray daily that they may be saved.” 
Readers of The Sunday School Times will wel- 
come her fresh, spiritual help ‘For Primary 
Teachers,’’ to continue every week on the Uni- 
form Lessons. 


HE solemn events of Passion Week 
will meet with a sympathetic hear- 
ing even from very young children, if 
you present them in their simplicity and 
rich significance. Do not try to evade 


showing that he was truly King, although 
rejected by the rulers and as yet un- 
crowned. g 

Briefly tell them of the Passover Sup- 
per, kept years ago, of the spotless lamb, 
whose blood was then sprinkled on the 
lintel and side posts of the doors and tell 
them of the Death Angel passing over 
the house where the blood had been sprin- 
kled, thus saving the firstborn child of 
that house from death. 

Remind them that the Passover Sup- 
per had been kept by the Children of Is- 
rael during all these years. Now the 
Master was keeping it with his disciples, 
in the guest-chamber of one of his 
friends. 

It seems that the disciples should have 
been loyal and fait'ful to such a strong, 
loving Friend; and in his presence it 


the plain facts—ever seeking to make | 
the King himself the center of interest, | 


back to the Father’s throne. Before part- 
ing with his disciples he gave them a Me- 
morial Supper to replace the Passover. 
By this supper those who believe on him 
keep in mind his great love and death. 
The broken bread means his broken body, 
and the fruit of the vine means his blood 
which he shed for us. When we partake 
of these sacred emblems we witness. to 
the world that we believe on him. . We 
show forth his death till he comes again: 
then those who love him will join with 
Ca _ eating the Marriage Supper of the 
mb. 


Curnton, S. C, 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of January 11) 


1. See Matthew 24 : 3. 


2. “When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory ... then shall he sit on the throne of 
his glory” is not descriptive of that time 
when he shall come, “with the voice of an 
archangel .. . when we shall be caught up in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air,” “in 
like manner as they saw him go into heaven,” 
in a cloud,—they who stood with: him’ that 
day he ascended from Mt. Olivet. 

3. At the first one mentioned the righteous 
and the wicked appear; at the second, the 
righteous only; and at the third, the wicked 
only. . 

4. Revelation 20 : 11-15. 


5. There is no such introduction to those 
words of Christ as given in verse 1 or 14. . 

6. According to the flesh, the Jews. are 
Christ’s brethren. Christians are spiritually 
Christ’s brethren. 


7. When he stopped Saul of Tarsus, on his 
way to Damascus, his question to him who 
had been persecuting the church was ‘Why 
persecutest thou me?” and in answer to 
Saul’s further question, “I gm Jesus whom 
thou persecutest.” 

8 In his own “sermon on the mount” 
Jesus says (Matt. 7 : 21-23). that many shall 
claim to have done many mighty works in his 





name, whom he has never known, to whom 
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he will say, “Depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity.” 

9. Certainly not, for that would be a denial 
of the plain teaching throughout the New 
Testament that justification is alone by faith 
in Christ. 


10. Mark 9: 41. records these words of Jesus 
spoken to his disciples, ““Whosoever shall give 
you a cup.of water to drink in my name, be- 
cause ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto 
you, he shall..not: lose his reward. And in 
John 15:5 he taught them, “I am the vine, 
ye are the branches: He that abideth.in me 
and I in him, the same beareth much fruit: 
for apart from me ye can do nothing.” Would 
it not seem to be his teaching that loving- 
kindness shown 4o even the ~east of his fol- 
lowers froth ‘one who is also his follower, 
abiding in his life, even when such deeds 
were forgotten by their doer, are proof of 
genuine faith,and obedience, and so win his 
reward? ; 

11. Parakle of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 25: 
1-13), Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25: 
14-30). Dives and Lazarus (Luke 16: 19-31), 
Christ’s word to Saul of Tarsus (Acts 2a: 8). 

12, A kingdom for the righteous (34); and 
“everlasting fire’ for the “devil and his 
angels” (41). 

13. See Revelation 13:8 and Ephesians 1: 
4, 5. o> he Be 

14.. Verse 41 tells us that it was “prepared 
for the devil and his angels.”” Man has 
voluntarily. by his disobedience chosen to go 
there. : 

15. Read verses 41, 46. Neither this nor any 
other passage on the subject in the New Tes- 
tament gives any hope to the finally un- 


| repentant. 


16. Verse 46 gives the same word “eternal” 
in the Revised Version and “everlasting” in 
the Authorized Version, in describing punish- 
ment and’ life. If sdime ‘are to have eternal 
life; some are certainly to be eternally ‘pun- 
ished.” vee 

17. It would make it unnecessary, 
eternal life couJd be won by deeds. 

18. Paul’s answer is good. (See 2 Tim. 43 
5, 8; also see 2 Tim. 1:12 and 2 Tim. 23 
11-13.) 

19. The loss of personal touch which seems 
to be strongly stressed by Christ here. 


20. Begim at home and work outward. 


since 














~The Whole Bible Lesson Course 
Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


Lesson 68. January 18. Nehemiah’s Call. Nehemiah 1-3" 


Golden Text.—What then shall we say to these things ? ‘If God is for us, who is 
against us ?—Romans 8: 31 ¢ : : 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
*October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School : 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. . 


’ Tenth Period—Restoration 
69. Jan. 25.—Restoration of Walls of Jeru- 
WINNER =. scmthecs conecsecvesens seus Nehemiah 4-7 


zo. Feb. 1.—Restoration of the Law 
Nehemiah 8-13 


Supplemental 





seems that it would have been easy and 
natural to be thoughtful and kind to each 
other. But the Master’s heart was deeply 
troubled, for one of his disciples whom he 
dearly loved was going to deny him, and 
another, whom he also loved, had bar- 
gained to betray him to his enemies. The 
others, like naughty children, were disput- 
ing among themselves which one of them 
should be the greatest. 

But the King taught them a beautiful 
lesson, by taking the place of a servant to 
the others. He told them that the one 
who should serve the others should be the 
greatest, and patiently told them to love 
one angther. Help the class to see that we 
must depend on him to keep us faithful 
to-day, lest we should deny and even be- 
tray him. Only his love can keep us 
sweet and unselfish. 

In the pure lamb of the Passover feast 
show them the King himself, — faultless, 
unresisting, loving unto death, giving his 
own blood that whosoever wall apply. it 
to his heart shall be saved from sin and 
death. So the King has become in very 
deed the world’s Passover Lamb. 

After the King should die on the cross 





for the sins of the world he was going 


71. Feb. 8.—Conspiracy of Haman ..Esther 1-4 
72. Feb. 15.—Esther’s Conquest ...Esther 5-11 
73. Feb. 22.—The Word of God ...... Psalm 119 
74. Mar. 1.—The Vision of the Cross .Isaiah 53 


»5. Mar. 8.—Commission and Command 
SB AA rere eee Jonah 1-4 
76. Mar. 15.—Daniel’s, Wisdom ..... Daniel 1, 2 
77. Mar. 22.—Message of Malachi ....Mal. 1-4 
78. Mar. 29.—Habakkuk’s Prayer and Its 
UES cc ccyerectiecses Sides us sbeues Hab. 1-3 


54 


How to Master This Lesson | 


By Frank W. Lange 


Registrar of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


Introduction 
NEBET Y odd years after Cyrus’ proc- 
lamation (Ezra 1:1), and seventy- 
five years after the Temple’s completion 
(Ezra 6:15), the condition of those that 
had returned to Jerusaleny was extremely 
wretched (Neh. 1: 3); from this, although 
due to their sin and folly (Ezra 5:1; Hag. 
1:2-11; Zech. 1: 3-6; Mal. 2:11), the 
purpose and compassion of God provided 





a deliverer. 


Historical Setting 

After almost a century of world domi- 
nance, the Persian. Empire was soon to 
decline and give place to its God-ordained 
successor (Dan. 8: 6, 7, 20, 21).. The 
same king that commissioned Nehemiah 
was, at about this same time, glad to end 
fifty years of war with Greece by a dis- 
advantageous peace. God’s plan and pur- 
pose was back of Nehemiah’s interest and 
effort. 
Geography 

“Shushan,” now Susa (Neh, 1:1; 
Esther 1:5),.was the first in importance 
of the three capitals of the Persian Em- 
pire; there was “the palace” and “the 
‘city Shushan” (Esther 3:15). The loca- 
tion was in a mountain district one hun- 
dred miles north of the head of the Per- 
sian Gulf -and about eight hundred miles 
due east.of Jerusalem, but much farther 
by the caravan track. : 


How to Study this Lesson 


The Need: The temple stood among 
ruins left by Nebuchadnezzar almost -a 
century and a half earlier (Neh, 1:3). 
Having no protecting wall, the people 
were the prey of neighbors who hated 
them (Neh. 2: 10, 19; Ezra 3:3; 4: 1-4). 
Also, there was discord, oppression, and 
traitors (Neh. 3:5; 5:1-5; ‘6:17, . 18; 
9:29) among them, and widespread igno- 
rance of God’s law. 

The Work: Not only to build the 
greatly needed wall (2:3), but the city 
itself and to repopulate it (7: 4° tr: 1, 2), 
was a means to’an end. Unt’" this was 
done, the. great mission of Ezra (Ezra 
7:10, 17, 25) could not (as it had not) 
be accomplished (comp. Neh. 8: 1-3). 





Temporal things must sometimes be done 
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Why Annuities 
Have Survived 
Form of Security 


ACCORDING to the best authorities, 
Annuities probably are as old as 
Assyrian and lonian times, when 
great banking houses issued this form of 
security, 


They continue to be an important 
form of investment these modern times. 


For at least a half century the Ameri- 
can Bible Society has issued bonds of 
this nature. 


It is quite apparent from the age of 
this fore of investment that it must 
have many { reasons to commend 
itself to the public. _ 


It is safe. Safety is perhaps the first © 
requirement of investments made with 
a view to regular income. The methods 
of handling the Annuity Funds, State 
Law regulating these matters, the nature 
of the investment behind them, ail 
unite to make the Annuity Bond of the 
American Bible Society as safe as that 
of any other security. 


It is permanent. Unlike ordinary 


bonds, m and other forms of 
investment, it does not wire reinvest- 
ment every years, with risk of being 


to a smaller return on 
money invested ‘and to pay large com- 
missions, 


It is convenient. Annuity payments 
are sent by ‘the Society regularly, 
promptly, and without trouble to the 
— There is not even a coupon 
to clip. 


It produces an attractive income. The 
interest is at the highest rate consistent 
with safe investment and the Society’s 

eneral policies, and as a rule its rate 
é higher than the average commercial 
investment of equal security. 


It removes burdens. All burden in- 
volved in the care of property in old 
and of uncertainty as to the variations 
the earnings of investments, together 
with the temptation to d or invest 
money unwisely, are entirely removed. 


It makes one his own executor. An- 
nuity bonds enable people to give in 
their lifetime what otherwise they might 
not be able to give until their death. 
One is not deprived of the income on 
the gift during his lifetime. 

It has certain tax exempt features. 
The Annuity Bond is not subject to the 
federal income tax. 

Besides all these investment advan- 
tages, it helps in the translation of the 
Bible into the many languages and dia- 
lects of the world and in the various 
systems for the blind. 

It will be to your advantage to fa- 
miliarize yourself with this ancient and 
present day form of investment. 

—_ information Pe ae sent you 
without expense or gation, on your 
part, if you will fill in and mail the 
coupon below. 


Send This Coupon Now! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen : 
Please send me without obligation on my 
3 


part your booklet No. 16B, entitled, “ Bible 
and Bonds.” 


“ee ®®eeeeeeerereereseeaeeeee 


ADDRESS 
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before spiritual things can be attended 
(Jas, 2:16). - 

~The Instrument: God prepares his in- 
struments anywhere, this one in a king’s 
palace (Neh. 1: 11), unspoiled by position 
and surroundings (comp. Exod. 2: 11; Heb. 
il 724-26). ehemiah had  intérest 
Cri) could sorrow (1:4) and resolve 


1:11) and persist through four months 
I: 1; 271); these and other sterling 
qualities were the product of God’s grace, 


Prayer: The man’s quality was re- 
vealed in his prayer; (1) humbly con- 
fident (1:5, 6), he (2) persisted “day 
and night” (1:6); (3) beginning with 
confession (1:7), he (4) urged God’s 
promise (1:8, 9; comp. Deut. 30: 1-5); 
(5) claiming relationship (1:10), he (6) 
focused all on a specific request (1: 11). 
His was a life of prayer (2:4; 4:4, 5, 
9; 5: 10). 

Care: (1) Cheerfulness. with a heavy 
heart (2:1). (2) Courteous language 
(2:3, 5). (3) Anticipation, of future 
needs (2:7, 8). (4) Investigation before 





action (2:12-16). (5) Identification in- 
stead of authority (2:17, 18). (6) Gaim 
| confidence in the face of opposition (2: 
19, 20).. So God favored him at each 
step (2:6, 8, 18; 3:1) as he will men of 
like character. 

Trust: Nehemiah trusted when in sor- 
row (1:4, 5); he trusted when “very 
sore afraid” (2:2). Trust made him rec- 
ognize the source of the king’s interest 
(2:8) and see ‘in circumstances “the 
hand of: my. God”. (2:18). . Trust en- 
abled him to speak confidently to those 


noble example of his predecessors (comp. 
2:20 with Ezra 4: 3). 
Other Scripture 

Malachi was the prophet of Nehemiah’s 


character of the people with whom he 


the least of the remarkable things that 
Nehemiah accomplished. 
Reference Literature 

“Manual of Bible History,” by W. G. 


Blaikie, D.D. (Nelson and Sons, New 
York, $1.75). 


Articles on Nehemiah, Shushan, San- 
ballat, in “A Dictionary of the Bible,” 
by John D. Davis, D.D. (Westminster, 
Press, Philadelphia, $4). 


Dattas, TEX. 
we 


For Intermediate Teachers 
By Elizabeth C. Torrey «- 





6 
\-N , 
| This wonderful word of the Lord caine 
| unto Zerubbabel through Zechariah the 


| prophet, as he saw in vision the golden 
‘| candlestick, with the two olive-trees, — 


OT by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts.” 


standing on either side. This, he inter- 
preted, was the secret of the erection of 
the temple, — that it had been done wholly 
in the strength of the Lord (Zech. 4: 6- 
| 10). Zechariah made other vivid proph- 
| ecies, making mention of the captivity (2: 
|7: 6:10; 7:5); of the return (4:9); 
|of the failure of false shepherds (11: I- 
| 17); of. the coming Saviour (3:8; 6: 12; 
19:0, 10; 11:12, 133.12:.103 13:1); and 
of a glorious final season when God’s 
people: should enjoy him in fulness (8: 
I-7; 14:9-11). His message radiates 
hope and promise for the future; though 
ol apg of the present is desolate in- 


And the present condition of the Jews 
in Jerusalem undoubtedly was pitiful. 
Little general reconstruction and repair 
had been put through, for enemies were 
always present to frustrate plans. - 

Through one of his brethren from Je- 
rusalem, Nehemiah a captive in Shushan, 
learned of the desolate condition of his 
beloved city. In deep distress, he laid be- 
fore Jehovah the burden of his heart, re- 
minding him of his covenant to “gather” 
the scattered people who kept his com- 
mandments. “Now. these are thy servants 
and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed 
by thy great power, and by thy strong 





hand” (Neh. 1: 10). ae 
Nehemiah had a position of responsibil- 


|Ezra of 12:1 


who jeered (2:19, 20), and to repeat the’ 


day.> In his writings one may trace the 


dealt (Mal, 1: 2, 6; 2:17; 3:8) and per- 
ceive that his influence over such was not. 


ity in the palace of the great Artaxerxes. 
He was cup-bearer to the king (cf. Gen. 
40:21). This was, of course, not the 
Nehemiah mentioned in the expedition 
with -Zerubbabel (Neh. 7:7); nor is the 
the famous Ezra. His 
countenance was very sad, as he appeared 
tiis day, to serve the king in his cus- 
tomary way. -The sympathetic monarch 
at once detected his “sorrow of heart’; 
and he inquired concerning the cause. 

Thus Artaxerxes learned of the far off 
city lying waste, and the gates “consumed 
with fire.” Quick came the question, 
“Por what dost:thou malte request?” Ne- 
hemiah took time for silent prayere to 
God, before he made the formal petition 
to visit his brethren in Jerusalem, under 
escort of the king. 

And so the journey was made, and the 
city of Jerusalem reached. But again 
jealousy was aroused. Two persons 
“grieved exceedingly that there was come 
a man to seek-the welfare of the children 
of israel.” - These were Sanballat the 
Horonite, and Tobiah the Ammonite, — 
men apparently of Ammon and Moab by 
race, but Samaria by residence (Neh. 4: 
2). This would give them a double cause 
for enmity. 

Nehemiah had been home only three 
days, when he stole out by night to make 
personal investigation of the different 
parts of the city, especially of its walls 
and gates, The walls of an Oriental city 
generally are its great pride. They are 
built wide and often with. houses upon 
them. The gates of the wal are popular 
gathering places, where priests and 
prephets exhort, and judges hold court. 
Nehemiah found those in Jerusalem all 
waste and broken down. There was no 
place even for the beast that was under 
him to pass. 

The next day a council was called and 
the situation reviewed and rehearsed. “Let 
us rise up and build,” said the courage- 
ous who then, “strengthened their hands 
for the good work.” “What is this thing 
that ye do?” sneered the scornful, “Will 
ye rebel against the king?” 

Detailed arrangement was next made 
for the work of reconstruction. Seven 
gates are mentioned in the various as- 
signments. “So we built the wall; and 
all the wall was joined together unto half 
the height thereof: for the people had a 
mind to work.” 

How Sanballat and Tobiah made more 
gee should be carefully read for next 

e. Note thém “wroth and mocking” 
(4: 1) ; “wroth and conspiring” (4:7, 8). 
Dayton, Ouro. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


LASS, we will study to-day of a 

young man who was in the court of 
the King of Persia. His name was Ne- 
hemiah. He belonged to one of the Jew- 
ish families who remained in Babylon. 
He was cup-bearer to the king. He had 
charge of all the wine served at the king’s 
table, and was a man whom the king 
trusted. Some enemy might put poison in 
the wine to kill the king, so the cup- 
bearer tasted it before he passed it to 
the king, to be sure it was all right. 

Cie day Nehemiah was talking to 
Hanani_ and some friends who had just 
returned from Jerusalem. He asked 
about the Jews in Jerusalem and how the 
city looked. Read the answer they gave 
him m verse 3. 

Describe the city of Jerusalem with 
the walls broken down and the gates 
burned with fire. Don’t forget to tell 
the class that Moses knew this would hap- 
pen to Jerusalem .and foretold it (sée 
Neh. 1:8; Deut. 28: 63-67). « 

When Nehemiah-heard this he was sad 
and sat down for days and would eat 
nothing. We have heard of “Pollyanna, 
the Glad Girl,” but here we have Nehe- 
miah, the sad man (see 2: »). e was 
so sad he did four things: (1) He wept, 
(2) he mourned, .(3) he fasted, (4) he 
prayed, — Jesus did all these things over 
the same city. 

Notice his prayer. He asked two things: 
(1) For God’s ear to be attentive, (2) 
for God’s eye to be open. Christians may 
always reach God’s ear through Christ, 





and: God’s eyes are always open. They 
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are never closed. He never slumbers nor 
sleeps, _ 

Sometimes a sad face means more thari 
a-glad face. The king noticed the sadness 
of Nehemiah’s -countenance.. Tell the 
story of verses 2:1-8. There is one 
thing God has promised not-to despise and 
that iss a. broken spirit and a contrite 
heart, and Nehemiah had ‘both (2:3). 
“And the king granted me, according to 
the good hand of my God upon me.” He 
gave glory to God. 

Nehemiah went up to Jerusalem. Tell 
of his night journey (2: 11-16). A ruler 
one time came to Jesus by night. Here 
comes a cup-bearer to Jerusalem, and 
his heart was broken. Jesus, like Nehe- 
miah, came to Jerusalem one day. riding 
on an ass, and when he saw the city that 
was soon to be in ruins he was full of 
‘Sorrow. ‘(If you want to know what he 
said, read Matthew 23: 37-30.) 

After the night journey, Nehemiah 
called: the people together. He said, We 
are in distress. Let us build. Let us be 
no more a reproach. Then he told of the 
good hand of God and of the king’s com- 
mission to build the wall. He had the 
spirit of sacrifice and true faith, and ‘the 
people said, “Let us rise up and build.” 
ee the walls of Jerusalem” (Psa. 
51: 18). 


~ 


Memory Verses 

Cradle Roll: Nehemiah 2: 4b, “So I 
prayed to the God of heaven.” 

Beginners:. Nehemiah 2:4b, “So I 
prayed to the Ged of heaven.” 

Primary : Nehemiah 2: 18, “Then I told 
them of the hand of my God which was 
good upon me... . And they said, Let us 
rise up and build.” . 

Fort Worth, Tex. 





| Children at Home 





Cinderella, Mother of Many 
By ee Hetty Rogers ve 


RAN DALL looked up into his mother’s 
face beseechingly, then down to the 
four little baby squirrels snuggled in his 
cap. % 

_ “Mother, may I keep them?” he asked 
in a pleading tone of voice, and the tears 
were very near the brink of overflowing, 
so doubtful was he of his mother’s an- 
swer. : 

“Wherever did you get them, Randall? 
Why, they are only a few weeks old and 
they can’t eat. You must take them back 
to their mother immediately.” 

“But, Mother, I can’t, because old Steve 
Halliday shot her and he gave them 
to me so they wouldn’t starve. He didn’t 
know there were little babies and he was 
sorry afterwards.” 

“Well, I should think he ought to be 
sorry. He is always out in Dill’s grove 
shooting something. Half the time tio 
one knows what he brings home in that 
hunting-bag.” 

A few hours later Randall was happy 
because his mother had decided she must 
feed the poor little, hungry things some 
way. She was dropping warm milk into 
their mouths from a medicine dropper 
and the squirrels were enjoying it, after 
their long fast. 

The next day Johnny Wilcox came to 
see Randall’s pets. 

“Gee! that’s kind of funny,” he said, 
“our old- cat, Cinderella, is crying all 





around the neighborhood for her four . 


kittens Dad drowned, and these poor lit- 
tle mites are crying for their mother that 
was shot.” 

Randall’s mother looked up at Johnny 
thoughtfully... At last she said dowbt- 
fully: “I wonder if Cinderella would think 
these were her babies and would take 
care of them for us. Johnny, won't 
you bring her over and see.if she will 
adopt this helpless family?” 

Away went Johnny as fast as he could 


the mother cat. 

Cinderella looked at the little squirrels 
in a surprised, puzzled way for some 
time, then mother-love ruled and she 
went over-to their box, smelled them, and 





finally crawled in with them. and licked 


run. He was back in a few minutes with 


¢ 














Lesson for January 18 
Luke 22 : 7-30 


them just as she would her own baby 
kittens. : 

Mrs. Bennett put the medicine dropper 
away. Cinderella would see that those 
squirrels were taken care of in the future. 

She had been the mother of numerous 
families of kittens, but none of them re- 
ceived more motherly care and attention 
than her adopted family of squirrels. 

Long after they were full-grown and 
lived in a large wire pen in Randall’s 
back yard mother-love drew her back to 
them, and she would sit for hours be- 
side their pen watching in wonderment, 
tike many human mothers, the capers of 
her lively children. 


Rocxkrorp, It. 





& The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 25. Our Society’s Part in Our De- 
nominational Programme. Rom. 12: 3-13. 
(Denominational Day. Beginning Chris- 
tian Endeavor Week.) 

February 1. Christian Endeavor as an Ex- 
pression of Friendliness. Phil. 2: 1-11. 
(Christian Endeavor Day. Decision Serv- 

ice.) 

February 8 The Conquest of Selfishness. 
Rom. 15:1-7; Matt. 16 : 22-27. 

February 15. Striking Instances of the 
Friendliness of. Jesus. John 11 : 1-11; 
Luke 19: 1-10. 


Sunday, January 18 
Friendliness as Expressed through Medi- 
cal Missions (Acts 14 : 8-18; 
Matt. 4 : 23, 24) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


because of the Gospel teaching of medi- 
cal missions. One of the most interest- 
ing concerns the outstanding character 
in China’s political history to-day, Mar- 
shal Feng Yu-hsiang. Marshall Broom- 
hall, in his book “Marshal Feng,” tells 
how young Feng while stationed near 
Peking was troubled with a bad ulcer. 
After appealing to native physicians. and 
being threatened with extortion, he went 
to a mission hospital where he was kindly 
treated and cured. When he was leav* 
ing, instead of demanding a large sum 
as had the native Chinese physicians, the 
mission doctor said to him, “There is 





nothing to pay, only I want you to re- 
member that God loves you and sent me 
to heal you.” 

Although it was some years later that 
Feng Yu-hsiang. was converted, to this 
day he acknowledges the deep impression 
that this experience made upon him, 
There is no doubt that it was a vital 
factor in his ultimate conversion, and no 
one can estimate what that medical mis- 
sion through this one service alone has 
meant to China and may still mean to her 
future. 

ve 


Am I making use of the countless oppor- 
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tunities that are all about me for ministering 
to the sick and suffering? 

Am I making it a personal matter, or am I 
merély satisfying my conscience by con- 
tributing to worthy causes? 

Am I praying that the medical missions of 
my denomination may be kept faithful to 
their» great privilege of making the Lord 
Jesus Christ known by- word as well as by 
deed? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

% 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 











Mon.—An appeal to sympathy (Matt. 8 : 
PRE ty ial of need (Matt. 8 : 28- 
Wels’ upiiak of faith (Matt. 9: 27- 
Sianiinnd metas commission (Matt. 10: 


1-8). 
Fri—The appeal of pity (Acts 3: 1-10). 
Sat.—Opposition (Acts 16 : 16-24). 











Why have medical missions at all? 
How do medical missions help the Gospel? 
What triumphs can medical missions show? 


OME one has defined compassion as 

“pity in action.” The great loving heart 
of the Saviour could not bear to look in 
mere pity on suffering and sickness. His 
compassion constraipgd him to heal, and 
there is no record that he ever turned 
away a sick or suffering one. 

So the Christian to-day is not content 
merely to pity the sick or suffering. And 
when he goes to carry the Gospel into 
heathen lands ‘and sees the awful suf- 
fering and sickness that sin has brought, 
the love of Christ in his heart reaches 
out to the body .as well as to the soul. 
There cannot be a true mission station 
where some form of help for the sick 
and suffering, crude though it may some- 
times be, is not given. 


We all know how accessible sick per- 
sons usually are, and how grateful they 
are for any service we may render dur- 
ing illness or suffering. 

Medical treatment is often the only 
way in which the medical missionary can 
secure an opportunity to talk about the 
Lord Jesus Christ to heathen men and 
women. Sometimes they will listen 
merely in order to secure the needed help. 
Sometimes they are so eager for com- 
fort and sympathy that they gladly drink 
in what the missionary has to say about 
the Great Healer and the Friend that 
“sticketh closer than a brother.” 

Their confidence once won by the un- 
selfish kindness of the missionary doctor, 
the news spreads and others come, for 
so many in heathen lands are in need of 
a doctor. And in the true medical mis- 
sion no one goes away without having 
heard about the One who came to die 
that they might have life. 

ye 

Many are the striking instances of 

changed lives and changed communities 





The only book of its kind 
: in the world 


“Just what I have always wanted!” 


Mail the coupon for your copy 





ILLIONS upon millions of books fill the shelves 

of our libraries. Within their covers are treas- 

sures richer than Ali Baba’s cave ever held. Here 

is knowledge, education, culture, entertainment. The 

jewels of civilization are within these books. What 

priceless benefits we could obtain from them“ only 
we had time to read them! 


How can.\.e hope to read even a small fraction of 
all the good books in the world? Which are the ones 
we should read, and where shall we begin? 


The answer to a vital need 


The book you see pictured above is the solution to 
the reading problem of the busy man or woman. Here 
at last is the key to the literature of the world. For 
this book contains the famous new reading plan created 
by nine eminent men of letters— Dr. Lyman Abbott, 
John Macy, Richard Le Gallienne, Asa Don Dickinson, 
Dr. Bliss Perry, Thomas L. Masson, Dr. Henry van 
Dyke, George Iles, and Dr. Hamilton Wright Mabie. 


An unique new plan 


From the immortal literature of the world these 
men have selected just the elements essential to a cul- 
tured person’s reading. These selections they have ar- 
ranged in a day-by-day program covering a full year. And 
the selections are so arranged as to be of timely interest. 

For example, on July 14th, the anniversary of the 


fall of the Bastille, your reading takes you into the stir- 
ring days of the French Revolution. 


In this way your reading is filled with fascinating 
variety; it takes you among the masterpieces of fiction, 


historical description, poetry, drama, essays, biography. 
Only twenty minutes a day are required. 


Already this fascinating new plan of reading has 
been hailed with delight by thousands, “This is just 
what I have always wanted!” people say when they 
see this book—the only book of its kind in the world. 


A remarkable offer 


It would be difficult to set a price upon” The Daily 
Reading Guide. Its value to intelligent men and 
women is almost inestimable. But you are not asked 
to purchase The Daily Reading Guide. A remarkable 
offer brings it to you FREE. A limited number 
of copies are to be distributed without cost in y 
the encouragement of good reading. Pd 
Simply mail the coupon, enclosing ,¢*% 
only 25 cents to help cover the cost 4% Nels 
of handling and postage, and The o Deubleds —s ‘ 
Daily Reading Guide will come ” Gene Vaan” 


to you at once. Itisimpor- ,¢ Garden City, N. Y. 


tant to send promptly. eo” Gentlemen: Please send 
eo” me, without obligation, a 

N l eo”. Copy of The Daily Reading 
eison @ Guide, containing nearly 200 


r 2 . : 
Do o° pages, bound in rich blue cloth, 
ubleday, Inc. @ which contains the complete new 


Dept. Y1291 oe? plan for reading the essential litera- 


° @ ture of the world in only 20 minutes a 
Garden City o day. I enclose 25 cents (in, currency or 


ro ; aot : 
@* stamps) to pay handling or shippiug charges. 
New York eo? There is to be no further cost. 
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ia you would drive the most beautiful and durable car in your ~- 
town—get a Dagmar. Custom built, it reflects your person- 
ality. A limited number of persons in each community can own 


a Wagmar at special price and terms. For more complete infor- 
mation write to the manufacturers. 


THE M. P. MOLLER MOTOR CAR CO. 
HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 








A MODERN CYCLOPEDIA 








A Modern 


OF ILLUSTRATIONS 





| Cyclopedia 


OF ILLUSTRATIONS 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


Maa? MALO 














Good anecdotes, when they are good, are invaluable to preachers and public titled, “Betty Regan’s* Safe Place,” by 
They illustrate a point with greater force-and pertinence than any | Zenobia Bird. No sooner had the story 

other known method. From many sources, Mr. Lawson has here gleaned a great | been published than requests began to 
Over 500 pages, indexed, $3.50, postpaid. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Watnut Street, PHILADELPHIA ten of the blessing which the story has 
‘ brought is an Iowa reader: 


Speakers, 


harvest of valuable incidents. 


For All Occasions ° 


By G. B. F. Hattock 


1,84t new illustrations that will be found helpful alike to 
preacher and layman. 
selected with care and discrimination, and chosen especially 
for their practical value, $3, postpaid. Fully. indexed. 


CYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGIOUS ANECDOTES 


By J. Gitcurist Lawson_ 


The illustrations are apt, pointed, 
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Would you like to read a book 
by a man who wrote the fol- 
lowing in a letter to a friend ? 











“I wish that I could have a talk with 
you and let you know something of my 
experience. After eighteen months of 
dreary seeking after something better 
than I enjoyed, there came the greatest 
moment in my life, except the time of 
my conversion, when in a prayer-meet- 
ing I accepted the fulness of the Spirit, 
by faith. God confirmed this to me in 
a most striking manner, by thé conver- 
sion of six persons the following day... 
In my anxiety to know the whole truth 
I read diligently the works of such saints 
as Tauler, Ruysbroek, Madame Guyon, 
Pere Grou, and Juliana of Norwich. 
These writers all urged to readers to 


idescend constantly to deeper depths of 


death. This led me into bondage, and 
I came to see that I had returned to the 
old task of making myself better (or 
rather trying to do so). Then I found 
that there could be no rest except in the 
finished work of Jesus; that if I died 
with Christ there could be no other 
death to sin and self.” 

The results of his study of God’s 
Word and of his personal experience 
of death and resurrection in Christ 
are given in a remarkable volume, 
recently published, entitled ‘‘Reigning 
in Life,’’ by J. East Harrison. 


In handsome cloth binding,. 212 
pages, $1.50, from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 





THE DR. GRIFFITH THOMAS 
MEMORIAL FUND 


(AMOUNT .REQUIRED $60,000.00) 


Please send for BOOKLET ~with fuali 
particul taininga FOREWORD 
by the 


REV. R. A, TORREY, D.D. 





may prompt you. 
Treasurers in U. S. A :— 
W.S. WILLS, 1214 Pennsylvania Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
W. P. PERCIVAL, M.D., 2tay) Kirkwood Ave. 
‘asa ‘i 














MAKE MONEY 
AT HOME ~ 


you can earn money at home in your spare 


time making show cards. No canvassing 
or soliciting. We show you how, supply you 
work at home no matter where. you live and 
Pay you cash for all work done. Full par-_ 
ticulars and booktet free. Write today. 


AMERICAN SHOW CARD SYSTEM LIMITED 
266 Adams Building Toronto, Canada 





and a few 
minutes’ thought 


A Postcard minis! tout 


* Torrey’s Famous Vsst-Pocket HELpe 


GIST OF LESSONS 1925 FREE 


B hee DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of r20r 
more Sunday School teachers or Bible class scholars 
of your acquaintance, and we will send you ar in- 
troductory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the (Interna- 
tional) Lessons 1925. Adsolutely free and postpaid. 


Order Now—Offer limited to thirty days 











THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 














| The Victorious Life 


—=— 


Philadelphia’s Winter 
Victorious Life Conference 


HE Eighth Winter Conference of the 

Victorious Life Testimony wil be 
“held in the Central North Broad Street 
Presbyterian Church, Broad and Green 
Streets, Philadelphia, January 14 to 17. 

The Conference will open on Wednes- 
day evening, January 14, at 7.30 P. M. 
On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 
meetings will be held throughout the day. 
Sessions will begin with the morning 
prayer hour, 9.30 to 10.30, led by Mr. J. 
Harvey Borton. From 10.45 to 11.45, Mr. 
L. L. Legters will conduct mission study 
classes. 

Noon meetings on each of these days 
will begin promptly at 12 o’clock, closing 
at.1 P. M., and will be in charge of the 
well-known preacher and evangelist, Mr. 
Paul Rader. 

In the afternoons, -Mr. Max I. Reich, 
Hebrew Christian Bible teacher, will have 
the Bible study hour, 2:45 to 3.45, and 
from 4 to 5 P. M., Mr. Charles G. Trum- 














Pray EarnesTLy, and give as the Lorp 





bull will give Victorious Life messages. 

Mr.- Rader will speak on Thursday eve- 
ning on the topic “The Victorious Life,” 
-and on 
,be “The Lord’s Return and the Victo- 
/ rious Life.” Mr. Legters will tell on Sat- 
urday evening of his recent pioneering 
missionary tour among the Indians of 
South America. Each of these evening 
meetings will begin at 7.30. 

Further information may be had by 
writing the Victorious Life Testimony, 
80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


3 
| “Betty Regan’s Safe Place” 


| 


in Pamphlet Form 
ANY readers of The Sunday School 

Times will recall a striking and 
helpful story, published in The Sunday 
| School Times of January 10, 1920, en- 





| come in for its issuance in booklet form. 
| Among the many who have recently writ- 


needéd help. I have for some time been 
living very close to my Lord and Saviour, 
and much of this time have blessed vic- 
tory, due to much that I read arid glean 
from The Sunday School Times. I do 
not know where I would be spiritually 
were it not for the many helps I have 
gotten from it. 

“Some years ago a blessed story came 
out in its pages entitled ‘Betty Regan’s 
Safe Place.’ I loaned my paper here and 
there to those of my friends who are 
tried and tested (as I have always been), 
and it has meant much to their_comfort 
and joy. Since then I have many times 
thought I would write and ask you if it 
ever had been printed in tract form, as 
I have not only needed it myself but 
know many others who might also be 
| helped and strengthened by its story.” 

Many will be glad to know that “Betty 
Regan’s Safe Place” is available in pam- 
phlet form and is continuing its ministry 
| of helpfulness. One reader writes that a 
| single copy of this pamphlet was handed 
to a friend who in turn passed it on un- 
til the same pamphlet had been read by 
no less than six families, and as the 
reader expressed it ‘it has left a trail of 


‘ blessing wherever it has gone.” 


A California reader to whom “Betty 
Regan’s Safe Place” found its way 
writes : 

“T have just ordered a bundle of tracts 
and you enclosed an extra ‘Betty Regan’s 
Safe Place” After reading this tract 
we were so edified and.comforted in the 
Lord that I wished I had the ready means 
for distributing in large number a tract 
so simple and sweet in appeal. How true 
it is that sweetness is strength and 
strength is sweetness, for could anything 
bring a sweeter sense of His abiding pres- 
ence than this simple testimony? May 
God broadcast it far-and wide ‘that-all 





Friday evening his subject will}. 


“IT am writing to ask for some much/ 


JANUARY 3, 1925 


may- know how sweet and satisfying a 
portion we have in our. Christ ‘Jesus, 


| blessed be his name forever and for- 


ever.” ; 

If you would like to share this beauti- 
ful story and*its deep spiritual ‘message 
with some of your friends and acquaint- 
ances copies may be secured from THe 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, -at 30 cents 
a dozen, $2 a hundred, or~3 cents each, 
postpaid. 


Select Notes 


| 
| By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt. D., LL.D. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


For fifty years ‘this Sun 
School Commentary 
il Lesse 


the constant help to 


Internatior ns has be 

millions of 

Sundav School teachers. It is 
nt of the’ 


lesson text, tull of maps and full 






























25 Thousand Copies 
FREE — One for You 
of our 1925 SPECIAL REFER- 
ENCE GUIDE to the best in Sound 
Christian Literature, and all listed 
by subject. Thousands of subscrib- 
ers to this publication will undoubt- 
edly want a copy, so we advise you 
to write for yours at once. It's 


free. 
Address Service Dept. 


EVANGELICAL PUBLISHERS 
858-860 College Ave., Toronto, Canada. 





Select Songs 
of Praise 
dor aioe toe toe 


Sea 
ill aid you in g out y 
program of Evangelism. 


POPULAR SIZE —LOW PRICE 


$20 and $35 per 100 according to binding. Special 
discounts to Evangelists and Dealers. 200,000 
printed first edition. For Revivals, Sunday Schools 
and General use. Gives a real uplift. Returnable 
copy en request. 

Send for Samples. Do you have copies of our 
two great books “REVIVAL GEMS,” 10c and “LIV- 
ING HYMNS,” 15c. Over a Million sold in less than 
two years and still going BIG. Order from 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1701-03 ChestnutSt. Philadelphia 





Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. Boston. 16 Ashburton PI. 
Kaa ity, 1107 MeGeeSt. Los Angeles, 318 W. Third St, 
Kanses City 1107 Eldg. Toronto, 23 Chureh St. 





Samuel W. Beazley, Publisher, 2511 Park Ave., Chicago, Ill, 





THE PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World's 
Great Paintings. Size, 5%4x8. 
TWO CENTS EACH . 
for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
25 Art Subjects or 25 on Life 
of Christ,or five 10x12 Size re- 
ligious subjects. No two alike. 
Beautiful 64-page Catalozue 
for 15 cents incoin or stamps 
The Perry. Pictures Co. - 
20x.96, Ma.pen, Mass. 

















NEWLY REVISED EDITION 


of Weymoath’s New Testament 
THE BEST MODERN TRANSLATION 
14 Beacon St. Circular on request 19S. La Salle St. 
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START THE CHILD RIGHT 


HAVE YOU CHILDREN UNDER SEVEN ? 


The National League of Teacher-Mothers will 
\t nee are edrcate them thoroughly at the lowest 
4 : possible cost. 

Mrs. H. C. Farley, Cambridge, Nebraska—A 
minister’s wife and the busy mother of five 
children; *‘ The lessons were such a pleasure 
to give that it was with real reluctance that I 
sent Walter to school in September. ‘The sup- 
erintendent insisted that he must enter second 
gate, but before the fifst week had ‘passed, 

was advanced to third grade. He finds the 
work easy.’” 


. . ' 
< less Lésso the Teacher-Mother,” 
Boek ry ee one 
** Educating the Child at Home,” $1.60 by mail. 
SEND DIRECT TO ; 


ELLA FRANCES LYNCH, Founder, Bryn Mawr, Pa. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS "A¥5,¥o¥ 
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THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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For Family Worship Y 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Heme Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


A Saturday Night Prayer-Meeting 


T BEGAN about_a dozen years ago 
with two men, and none but men have 
ever attended, for none others have ever 
been invited. The women have another 
meeting of their own in another place 
at the same hour. “If men and women 


might come for each others’ sakes, but 
now they come to pray,” says the leader; 
and pray they do, the meeting often last- 
ing until nearly midnight. Out of it an 
entire church has been set on fire, grow- 
ing from a mere handful of members to 
many hundreds. Out of it, too, several 
other live churches have sprung. Also 
a “Fishermen’s Club” which, during the 
open air season, conducts a hundred or 
more evangelistic meetings each week. 
Several missionaries have gone to the 
foreign field, and an entire community 
at home is being thoroughly evangelized. 
That community is Cicero, originally one 
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were invited to the same meeting, theyf 
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It’s true that what you 
ate today becomes 
forto-morrow’stask. 


strength 

Scott’s Emulsion 
is an easily absorbed tonic- 
nutrient that seldom fails to 
build strength and resistance 
in.those who utilize it. 


Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N.J. 24-32 


The Purity of Caticura 


Makes It Unexcelled 


For All Toilet Purposes 


For Teacher-Training Classes 
Adult Bible Classes or Private Study 


SELL’S Bible Study 


Text-Books 




















of :Chicago’s most spiritually destitute 
suburban neighbors. The leader of the: 
meeting, a graduate of the Moody Bible 
Institute, who is also president of the 
Chicago Fundamentals Ministers’ Union, 
is William R. McCarrell, pastor of the 
First Congregational Church of Cicero, 
5107 West Twenty-second Place, Cicero, 
Il Such a meeting as this in every 
“evangelical church would solve hundreds 
of problems, including that of revival, 
and multitudes would be saved. 


January 12 to 18 
Mon.—Luke 22: 14-23. The Lord’s Supper. 
The “fruit of the vine” in a physical 
sense is the wine; but there is never any 
wine apart from the crushing of the 


apart from the discipline of grace. No 
human redemption “without the shedding 
of blood.” Out of death,—life; out of 
sorrow, — satisfaction (Isa._ 53:11). 

Prayer Succestions:. Pray for the 
many revival campaigns in progress. Es- 
pecially remember Dr. Torrey’s meetings 
this week in California, next week in 
Indiana, and the first three weeks of Feb- 
ruary in St. Louis. Pray for the Moody 
Bible Institute “Founder’s Week Confer- 
ence,” which meets early in February in 
Chicago. 7 
Tues.—Exodus 12 : 21-28. The First Passover. 

“When I see the blood” (Exod. 12: 
13). God always sees the blood. He 
“sent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world”: but if the Israelites 
had failed to obey God, they would have 
condemned themselves, “he that believeth 
net is condemfied already” (John 3: 17, 
18). 

Prayer Succestions: 4 highly es- 
teemed reader of this department asks 
prayer “that God will reveal to his or- 
dained evangelical leaders his will con- 


presses the belief “that he would endue 


frain from such traveling.” (The writer 
agrees.) 
Wed.—John 6 : 30-35. The True Bread. 


of that “which doth not yet appear.” 


hended prophecy of the later also uncom- 
prehended but enduring bread from 
heaven. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God ts graciously 
blessing the “day-of-prayer-chains”’ of the 
American Home Bible Institute (837 Al- 
lison Street, Washington, D. C.), and is 
also enlarging the Institute’s sphere of 
service. (Is it because revival of the en- 
tire Church is kept to the fore?) Pray 
for this and all similar Bible schools. 
Thurs.—John 6: 48-58. The Bread of Life. 
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The physical flesh and blood of Christ 
represented a .hidden spiritual life, of 
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cerning traveling between Saturday mid-' 
night and Sunday midnight,” and ex-' 


them with more power if they would re- | 


“All on earth is shadow, all beyond is | 
substancé,” wrote the poet Young. The | 
physical is only a faint locosen tae | 

he | 
non-enduring manna was an uncompre- | 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either 
e to separate addresses or in a 

package: to one address, $1.50 each, per 

“year, 

$2:00 One copy, or any number of 

copies less than five, $2 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








“The Father’s 
House.” 


‘James H. McConkey’s latest devotional message. 
ecently published in The ——. School Times. 
000 Pijared since September. Sent absolutely 

ree, ddress 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 











Dept. S., 1013 Bessemer Bidg. ,Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Read “‘ Girls and Their Perils,” a gripping editorial by James M. 


Gray, D.D., in the special N 
“A girl from a ‘small 


in search of employment. 


reasonable price. 


the room. The add 








Special 
New Year. 


Number 
F Ld issue gives much nentien to 
ele valiens staked vos tls ate 
cational . Note especially 
these important editorials and articles: of the 
Community or denominational 
church schools— Which ? 


A. discussion by C. H. Benson on | 


Toward Rekgious Education.” 


ew Year Number of the Moody 
Bible Institute Monthly from which the following is an excerpt: 
town in western New York went to Buffalo 
The first Sunday there, she visited 
a church to get the address of a Bismae. % 
A well dressed woman heard her tell what she wanted, and 
said she knew of a woman who had a nice quiet room at a 
The woman gave the girl a card with 
number on it, and urged her to go at once before any one else got 
ress indicated was a notorious vice resort. 
The woman had gone to church in search of victims.” 


MOODY weirs 


Touches the vital spots 

purifying fire of high intelligence and ho 
every issue of this leading organ of fundamental tho 
continue to give as for @ quarter century, an overflowing 


measure of spiritual strength and mental — 


boarding house. 


a house 





MONTHLY 


of religious and social life with the 
zeal. During 1925, 
t will 


Now is the 
time to adopt this New Year's resolution of permanent good 
effect—“ SUBSCRIBE TO MOODY BIBLE INSTI- 
TUTE MONTHLY.” 

MAIL THE COUPON TODAY ! No other publice- 
tien will give you the same close touch with the highest thought 
werld’s best minds on the vital matter of religious 
Bible expressions. 


4 MONTHS’ TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION, 50c. WRITETODAY 


“The Right Community Atitude | Mioody Bible Institute Monthly 
150 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO, ILL. 

















“Hints for New Year's Resolu- 
tions,” by H. V. Andrews. COUPON. 
** G. Stanley Hall,” article by Dr. MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE MONTHLY 
Gray. ed Spina Ftsee. Chicago, Ill. : : 
p> ions aol y foe = ea a a the Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
Returns, Dz, Edward C, Portes. ( ) 4months’ trial subscription. .......... 50c 
Dr. Gray continues month € ) 12 months’ subscription. ..........:- 2.00 
the epoch mating Whete od FREE BS 9 >’ ~ ~*~ pone 0.00 
Sunday School Course developed Nawue 
om his well-known Christ MM ged ele erereseletanes 0's 666 Gee. se 6 eR 8a ee 
orkers’ Commen MOND 5 ongiactttp rete CC We €or ob pS kk doa te Bee RR 
ey ae Se PERM Ls a otal coh oo creak iene SARE sao. <6 ei ee ees 
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If you are making less 


than $200 a week, write to 
me at once. I will show 
you how you can control a 
business of your own—be 
your own boss—work when 
and where you please—and 
have a chance to earn $200 
in cash every week. 


Prentiss Made $945 in a Month 
I need a representative in 
every community to take 
care of my business—to call 
on my customers and take 
their orders for Comer 
Coats. If you only. take 
four average orders a day 
ou will make $100 aweek. 

. A. Prentiss of Massa- 
chusetts has made as high 
as $945 in a month. J. R. 
Head of Kansas made 
$69.50 in a day. A. B. Spen- 
cer of Pennsylvania cleaned 
up $625 in his spare time 
one month. 

No Experience Needed 


Te is mot necessary for you to be 
a salesman. I give you all the 
“information you need---telly where 
$0 go, what to say, how to make 
money. E, A. Sweet of Michigan 
had never sold a thing in his life. 
Yet he makes from $600 to $1,200 
a month with this proposition, 

And you just take orders. We do 
the delivering and collecting. As 
soon as you take an order you get 
your profits in cash. 

Accept This Offer 

The important thing is to get started. I 
know that you can make more in a day 
than you sometimes make in a week. 

All I want you to do now is mail the 
coupon for the facts about this; money- 
making proposition. In return Iwill tell 
you about this easy, pleasant way to make 
money—how, without capital, experience 
or training, you can have the opportunity 
to earn $200 a week. 

Act 


Quickly 
Don’t delay a minute. 
AR Let me get you started 
in this money-making 
business at once—where 
you can be yoir own 
4 boss—work when and 
“SS » where you please—and 
G I V E have a chance to earn 

$200 a week. Let me 

. tell you about this propo- 
Bee. to, your sition that enabled R. A. 
“ ° Prentiss to earn $945 in 
Torus Sar BREE & single month: Mail the 


TOURING 
Cc 





Mail the coupon NOW, coupon NOW, 
COMER MFG. CO. 
Dept. W-626 Dayton, Ohio 


MAIL THIS NOW 


Comer Mfg. Co., 
Dept. W-626, Dayton, Oh: 


Please give me full deta;'s 


the proposition that 


enabled Prentiss to make $,,, in amonth. This does 
not obligate me in any way. 

SE 50 aah 8 kee Oe wee ve Race 
Address 


ee ee ee Oe ee a a en ee ce ee 


Se ee a | 
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THE SUNDAY. 


which if any man -partake not “he ic 
none of his” (Rom. 8: 9). “The life that) 
is Christ” is fot a life 

Christ (the Devil doesn’t seriously object 


on eartis.” 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray “against” 


of apostasy i the professing Church, Aj 
correspondent writes: “Prayer is our ‘hight 


Prayer releases the power that make. 
formidable the “armor of God.” 7 


Fri.—1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29. 4 
The Sanctity of the Lord’s Table. 


Read also verses 30, 31. If there were} 
more of self-examination and self-judg-| 
ment among believers, the table of the! 
Lord would take on a far more sacred} 
meaning. Unjudged and unconfessed sin! 
weakens our spiritual life, hardens the 
heart, and robs us of the consciousness of 
the Lord’s presence. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: An Ohio carroll 
spondent relates the case of -a man who 
“attended church all his life, and yet died 
knowing nothing of the way of. salvation,’ 
for it had not been made plain. What a’ 
tragedy! “We need to pray mightily for 
the ‘men everywhere who stand in the; 
pulpit.” Your pastor included! 


Sat.—Revelation 7: 13-17. A Purified People. 


In the life to come, as in this life, serv- 
ice acceptable to God must have been pre- 
ceded by cleansing (vs. 14,15). Our fuz 
ture existence will not be one of inactiv= 
ity, but of ceaseless service, “day and 
night in his temple.” The saved are ta 
dwell- literally “in the house of the Lord 
+ grt shut in with Jehovah (Rev. 37 
12). : 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
“Saturday night prayer-meetings;’ all 
“fishermen’s clubs,” all personal workers" 
classes, all Gospel choir bands, all Bible: 
training associations. Pray that to-mor= 
row may be a memorable day.in the sal- 
vation of souls in hundreds of churches; 


Sun.—Psalm 22 : 22-28. The Satisfying Portion. 


The revised version entitles this Psalm; 
“A Cry of Anguish and a Song of 
Praise.” Verses 1 to 21, sorrow; verses” 
22 to 31, satisfaction. See again Isaiah 
* (as on Monday), also Matthew 5: 4; 

hen the afflicted cry, God hears; for “it 
says so in Scripture,” declares a post- 
“card just received by mail. Ample cause 
for rejoicing! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: A missionary of 
the China Inland Mission at home-on fur- 
lough says that in a certain province in 
China many Mohammedans have been 
converted simply through the reading of 
the Gospel of John, every other means 
to reach them having failed. Pray for4 
an “every creature” distribution of the 
Scriptures. ‘a 


International Uniform Lessons 
for 1925 


OU would not think of approaching 
a busy street crossing without cares! 
fully looking in every direction to. seé 
what might be approaching. Is it any 
less important, as you come to the cross- 
road of the new year with your Sunday- 
school or with your class, to look care< 
fully ahead? 
The most important part of ‘Christ's 
ministry will be studied in the next few 
weeks, and later, practically all of the 


ment are to be dealt with. Now is the 
time to look over the books in your li-« 
brary to make certain that you have alk 
the reference helps that you need for the 
coming. lessons. Many superintendents 
and teachers likewise find it invaluable 
at this time of the year toe plan for in+ 
teresting historical or biographical side 
; lights to be presented in connection with 
outstanding lessons. 

An excellent help and guide in such 
preparatory work will be the leaflet of 
the International Uniform Lessons for 
1925, as they have been scheduled by the 
International Sunday School Lesson Com 
mittee. Such a leaflet may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents: 
a copy or $1 a dozen. 





patterned after} 


to this), but, as Ruth Paxton says, “it ist 
the very same ‘Christ im you that lived 


error in the true Church and all formel (a 


explosive in oppgsing the Devil and his) 
army of wicked spirits in the heavens." 


prominent characters in the New Testa-' 


SCHOOL TIMES 


ESTS have shown that seven: men 
out of every nine possess the nat- 
ural gift which makes men rich. 
But few realize that keeping this knack 
hidden is the thi 






AMAZING 5 MINUTE TEST PROVES 
7 Men out of 9 have this" Hidden Knack.’ f 


It Takes Only 15 Minutes a Day 

Give me fifteen minutes a day-for 
only a few weeks and I will guaranteeto- 
make you a forceful, convincing and im- 














ing pressive —o 
that holds them back ‘ it will not. cost you a 
when others, of lesser What 15 Minutes single penny. I'll 
ability, eet weet they a Day Will you how to make 
want e eer ‘ yo! 
ati of * peech Show You — in gi 

ne. I'll show you business meetings w to i 
how to bring out this os : ae on respond Pears confidence and force 
og gen ca? and | How to make a political speech — Pg eam 
advancement in posi- | How to tell entertaining stories lodge hall, at public 
hon and’ salery, pobu- How to write better letters gatherings, on the 

‘>. suc- | How to enlarge your vocabulary ‘ 
larity, leadership, suc ture 
cess. Hee te see viata a saaity | This FREE Test 

w to acquire a winning 
Asem | ee secede | Nae 
How to be the master of any situation | Hidden Knack 

ne a5 te a is a simple, 

© man who can t ' " minute 
impressively and convincingly. When by which you ping discover Sie 


there ‘is a big, important, high-salaned 
position to be filled, he is chosen while 
| often men of greater ability are passed 
by unnoticed. 





go to the man who can dominate an 
| control others; the man who can sway 
jothers and bend them to his will, 
| whether it be one man or an audience of 
' thousands. 


‘How Easy for Anyone to 
| Become a Powerful Speaker 


Thousands of men_ have found it 
amazingly easy to quickly become pow- 
erful speakers. A few surprisingly simple, 
easy to remember principles can readily 
be grasped in a few minutes each day. 
Anyone can do it. You have often felt 
something within you demand expres- 
sion. That is the “hidden knack” 
which causes an unknown to jump to 
the head of a great business ; an obscure 
salesman to suddenly rise to the desk of 
salesmanager ; a bashful, timid man to be- 
come a popular after-dinner speaker and 
platform lecturer. 





In every line of business the big jobs ..j 


you possess this “hidden knack” that 
has made men rich. It will show you 
how this natural ability can be brought 
out by my unusual scientific. training. 
How it can be used to quickly win. you 
ary increases, business advancement 
and popularity. ~ 

If you will fill in and mail the coupon 
below, I will send you this astonishing 
test FREE. Test your own ability—the 
results will astound you. But, send to- 
day before this offer is discontinued. It 
may be the biggest step toward ad- 
vancement and success that you will ever 


eC. 
North American Institute 
3601-MICHIGAN AVENUE 


Dept. 1251 CHICAGO, ILL. 
. See Sees sess ses esse ee 
a NORTH AMERICAN INSTITUTE a 
& 3601 Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ml. Dept. 1251  & 
. Please send me your FREE: TEST and full & 
' information about your amazing new method 
of learning Public Speaking. ‘This request § 
: places me under no obligation of any kind. a 
o 
4 Name 2s ewe ee wT ee « x 
a 
a 
G Apuneee oo fo0) SSA or see oc 4 
' 
: Cite a eee Seat 6 : 
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